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 Sespe Fly Fishers 

MEETING  

April 16, 2008 

TIME:  7:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Senior Rec. 
Center 

Santa Clara and 
Oak, Ventura 

 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

May Meeting Speaker 

John Tavenner  

“The Spectacular San 

Juan” 

    May14th,    2008   

  7:00 PM Senior Rec. 

Center. Oak and Santa 

Clara, Ventura 

BOARD MEETING 
April 14th, at Carrow’s 

Restaurant, Seaward 

and Harbor, Ventura 

Fly Tying 

On the 4th Monday of 

the month at Brooks 

 Details inside 

 

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!   

Thanks to all who made last months auction a great success.  For 

those of you who were able to attend, you know what I mean.  If you 

were one of those who was not able to attend, you missed a great 

opportunity to get some really quality stuff at bargain-basement 

prices.  The Silent Auction was especially noteworthy, both in 

quantity and quality of items. 

Like all successful events, it takes a lot of people to make our auction 

possible.  There are the Club members and friends who donate items 

for the Silent Auction.  There are the tackle manufacturers and 

retailers who provide items at either no cost or reduced cost to our 

Club for sale.  There is our team of auctioneers, Bill Blackstone and 

Bill Ulrich who conduct the Live Auction.  There are Carl Rhoads and 

Joyce Blackstone who work the ñcheckoutò table, and perhaps most 

importantly, the Club members and friends who come to bid and buy.  

Without buyers, the Senior Center would have been a lonely place on 

March 19. 

The organization and planning for our auction has been the 

responsibility of Frances Smith for several years.  Frances and her 

husband Bob spend countless hours to make our auction such a 

great success.  I am sincere when I say I cannot thank Frances and 

Bob enough for their efforts.  The auction runs so smoothly that it 

appears effortless.  Thanks again,  Frances and Bob.  I am looking 

forward to our next auction in March 09.  

   

Circle Saturday, Sept 20 on your calendar.  That is the date for our 

Club Picnic at Soule Park in Ojai.  Chuck Colwell and his wife Marcia 

are busy planning the event.  More to come later, stay tuned 

Paul 

Presidentôs Message           April 2008 

 

 

 
 

 

Program  

 
Brian and 

Judith OôKeefe 

ñWhy We Love 

Brown Troutò 

 

 

http://www.sespeflyfishers.org/


Speaker of the Month 
 

Brian OõKeefe

 

Brian has been a serious fly fisher for the past thirty-five years.  He developed an interest while 

spending summers in Montana with his grandparents.  There he 

was taught the art of fly casting and fishing by a Montana dry fly 

purist, his grandfather, Fred Johnson. 

  

Brian began fishing the world in 1973. Just out of high school, 

Brian began his adventures with a solo trip through New Zealand 

and Australia, and a trek into the Himalayan Mountains to fish for 

brown trout. After returning from this two-year adventure, he 

began guiding in the Northwest and Alaska for trout, salmon and 

steelhead.   At age 30, Brian began his career as a fly fishing 

tackle rep and angling/outdoor photographer.  He is also an 

accomplished fly casting instructor, earning the title of Master 

Certified Fly Casting Instructor from the Fly Fishing Federation.  

Brian has also placed in, and won many fly casting competitions.  

 

Brian has traveled to some of the wildest and most remote angling 

destinations in the world, including: Bikini Atoll, the Seychelles, 

Kenya, Sierra Leone, Tonga and Kashmir.  He has also traveled to 

more accessible locations, such as:  the Bahamas, Belize, Costa 

Rica, Nicaragua, Venezuela, Chile, New Zealand, Christmas Island and more.  In many of these 

locations he again chose to venture off the beaten path, hiking, floating, sea-kayaking or taking a Zodiac 

into the backcountry. Inside our borders, Brian has specialized in fly fishing the Northern Rockies, the 

Northwest and Alaska. A camera goes on every trip to record the action. 

 

Brian lives in Powell Butte, Oregon and continues to work as an angling and outdoor photographer, 

having had photographs published in: Field & Stream; Outdoor Life; Fly Fisherman; Fly, Rod and Reel; 

Fly Fishing Salt Waters; NW Flyfishing; Fish Alaska;  Fly and Fish Magazine; Outside Magazine; 

Men's Journal and many others.  Today, you could just as easily run into Brian on his way to a slide 

show presentation at your local fly fishing club, as you could in an airport on his way to fish a 

wilderness flat in the Bahamas.  

 

WHY  WE  LOVE  BROWN  TROUT    by Brian O’Keefe 

This presentation will show sharp, colorful photos, via Power Point, of our beloved brown trout. The 

worldwide distribution, done by our angling forefathers, from England, Scotland and Germany has put this 

aggressive freshwater gamefish in places like New Zealand, Chile, Argentina and the United States. I will 

show these destinations, the rivers, tackle, guides and the spectacular scenery that surrounds the habitat of 

Salmo Trutta.  

Whether sipping delicate PMD dry flies or whacking hoppers and streamers, browns keep us on our toes as 

they vacillate from a picky eater to suicidal maniac. “When in doubt, throw a mouse !”   

I will show places for do it yourself angling and destinations where the lodges, guides, scenery and 

food/wine are as much fun as sneaking up on a rising 5 pounder. 

 

A few of the photos in this program have been published in Fish & Fly, American Angler, Fly Rod & Reel 

and others. If you don’t want to immediately jump on a plane for Chile or Montana, I’ll buy you a beer!



 

2008 Speaker Schedule 

April      Brian and Judith OôKeefe  ñWhy We Love Brown Troutò  
May      John Tavenner  ñThe Spectacular San Juanò 
June      Diana Rudolph  ñFlyfishing Islamorada: Past and Presentò 
July      Zane Mirfin   ñFlyfishing New Zealandò 

August     Open 
September        Open 
October     Rick Hafele   ñDebugging Entomologyò 
November     Rick E. Martin  ñHow to Improve your Photographyò 

December      Open 
*Speakers and programs subject to change without notice. Check the news letter each month.  
 
 

THANK YOU!  
Bob and Frances Smith for putting on one of the best auctions ever. They came back from 
retirement and devoted countless hours to help support our club. This is the SEVENTH year in a row 
Frances has run the auction. She sent out letters to dozens of companies five months in advance and 
gave everyone in the club ample notice to pick the products they wanted. Bob and Frances collected 
our donations, stored and cataloged, wrote thank you letters, posted, pasted, ordered and brokered 
for months. And it worked. We grossed nearly $6000 dollars! The net proceeds to the club are over 
$3500. This is the money that makes the club go, pays the speakers, rents the hall, pays the bills. If 
you like your club, thank Bob and Frances. Their herculean efforts have in no small way helped to 
keep the lights on for another year. 
 
And Thanks Again 
To the companies and individuals who generously donated items or gave us substantial discounts for 
our auction.  In the future when you are thinking about purchasing an item please give them your 
consideration: 
 
The Artful Angler 
Abel Automatics              Chota Outdoor Gear 
Jeff Hereford     Paul Wilson 
Rajeff Sports     Orvis 
David Boyden    Royal Wulff Products 
Real Mex Restaurants   Leatherman Tool Group 
Bill and Joyce Blackstone   Patagonia 
Scott Fly Rods    H & M Landing 
Tie-Fast Tools    Springbrook/Temple Fork 
Wind River     Feather-Craft 
Jim Teeny, Inc.    Cabelaôs 
Girl on the Fly    Fly Fisherman 
Danalco, Inc.     Cortland Line Company 
Ex Officio     Disney Worldwide Outreach 
O. Mustad and Son    Thomas and Thomas 
Fly Logic, Inc. /Aqua Design  Dyna King 
BTôs Fly Fishing Products   The Fly Shop 
Fly Rod and Reel    Jeff Currier 
Bob Smith      Earl Arnold 
Gary Steeno   



FLY TYING WITH BILL BLACKSTONE 
TIED DOWN CADDIS 

 

Spring is upon us and Iôll bet no one is busy tying for your next outing.  How typical is this?  I know I 
do it every year. I either spend the night before my first outing trying to get ahead or I say to myself, 
ñwell Iôll just have to go with last years leftovers.ò 
 
If you are like me or this sounds all too familiar, here are two patterns which are simple and fast which 
just might help get you off the hook. 
 
You can count on Caddis, particularly in the early season when the waters are not warmed up yet.  
The hatches are slow, the floats are long, and the fish are far more eager to stay right in the film 
taking in as much food as possible. 
 
You will find that this pattern is easy to tie, easy to fish, and is extremely productive with several fish 
varieties. 
 
MATERIALS: 
Hook:   94849 Mustad 
Thread:  Black or Brown 
Body:   Orange Yarn 
Rib:   Brown Hackle 
Tail & Overbody:   Deer Hair 
 
INSRUCTIONS:  
 

1. Wrap thread from the head space to the bend and half- hitch. 
2.  Tie in the brown hackle by the tip at the hook bend. 
3. Tie in the orange yarn and an eight inch strand of yellow thread.  Wrap the thread forward to 

the head space and half hitch 
4. Form a conical shaped body with the yarn, tie off and trim at the head. 
5. Wrap hackle forward, ribbing the body.  Tie off and trim at the head. 
6. Take a medium pinch of deer hair.  Stack it and tie it in over the top of the body using the eight 

inch yellow thread strand.  Tail length should equal the hook gap. 
7. Take two turns of thread forward in equal spaces over the deer hair creating four equal spaces 

of two wraps each.  Tie down at the head space and trim.  Form head and whip finish. 

 

From the Fly Tying Chairman, Bob Smith 
Our Fly Tying sessions will continue this month refining our fly box assortment with more of the really good 

basic patterns, so bring your tools, breadboard and such and we’ll see you there.  

 

Our session for April will be on the 28th (4
th
 Monday), 7:00 to 9:00 PM, and as usual, at the Brooks Institute’s 

Ventura campus, 5301 N. Ventura Avenue (Rt. 33 to Canada Larga off ramp), in the Conference Room.  

 

Special Note:  I erred when I scheduled our May session for Monday the 26
th
, which is Memorial Day, so it has 

been rescheduled to Wednesday, May 28
th 

and will be our last session until after summer.  Sorry for the error. 

  

 



Sespe Flyfishers Board of Directors 
 

PRESIDENT      
Paul Wilson      482-7443 
 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Dennis Harper: 650-1708 
 

SECRETARY  
Gary Bulla:      646-0286 
 

TREASURER  
Carl Rhoads:     644-0940 

 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Ulrich:     646-6496 
Frances Smith: 647-3522 
John Dugan:     646-6898 
 
 

LAST CHANCE TO SAVE! 
Federation of Fly Fishers Member ship Special 
 
The Federation is offering new memberships through affiliated clubs at a Huge Discount. From now 
until April 30 you can join the federation for only $15.00! (Regularly $35.00) 

Each new membership helps to qualify the club for a free fly rod from the federation and reduces the 
amount of our affiliate dues. 
 Join Now! Sign up at the meeting. 
 

FROM THE OUTING CHAIRMAN  

April 30 Cane Rod building demonstration 

Bill Loehr has offered to host a Cane Rod building demonstration at his home on 30 April from 6 to 8 
pm. His address is 1365 Shippee Lane, Ojai.  He hosted a demonstration a few years ago and it was 
one of the more fascinating events Iôve attended. If you are interested in attending please let me know 
so Bill will know how many to expect.  
If you are interested in cane rods, I recommend you read ñCasting a Spellò by George Black. Itôs a 
delightful read on the history and current status of cane rod building. Iôve loaned my copy to three 
members and all three thoroughly enjoyed the read.  
 
 One of our own, Gary Bulla, is profiled in the ñCalifornia Fly Fisherò April issue. Good read. This is 
the second member that I know to be interviewed by this magazine. The other member is Michael 
Maloney. Lots of talent in this club!!!  

  
Another member that should be recognized is Steve Schalla. He has a wonderful web site, 
stevenojai.tripod.com , devoted to the Sierras. Recommend you take a look, especially if youôre 
heading that way. 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 

Conservation ï Dennis Harper   650-1708 
Membership - Chris & Frances May  984-1267 
Newsletter ïEarl Arnold:    701-1239 
Programs - Gary Bulla:    646-0286 
Raffles ï John Dugan:    646-6898 
Refreshments - Jeff Herford:   658-0829 
Outings - Jeff Hereford:    658-0829 
Web Site ïEarl Arnold:   701-1239 
Auction - Frances Smith:    647-3522 
Fly Tying -Bob Smith:    647-3522 
Trout In The Classroom - Bob Salas  640-7101 
 



OUTINGS PLANNED FOR THE REMAINING OF THE YEAR 

Through the end of this summer I plan on hosting one surf outing per month. Plan on 
meeting at the Artful Angler, Santa Clause Lane, 805-566-5900. In addition to surf 
fishing equipment Eric has loaner rods for those members that would like to give surf 

fishing a try. 
 
Apr 19 Our monthly surf outing. I plan on starting at 7:00 am location to be determined. See above on 
Bill Loehr cane rod building demonstration. 
  
May 3 Bob Smith will host our annual casting clinic at Hobart Park in Ventura. This has always been 

a popular event for both experienced and novice casters and is open to the public. An announcement 
of the event will run in the Star Press and we usually recruit a few new members. 
 
May 10 I plan on hosting another surf outing on 10 May. Since the tide is a -0.6 at 8:45 am plan on 

meeting at the Artful Angular at 8:40 am. For those that have never tried the surf this is a great time to 
give it a try.   
 

    Jeff Hereford 

1227 Seafarer St. 

Ventura Ca 93001 

805-658-0829 cell 805-701-4004 

jehmah@msn.com 

 

Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Notes  
 

From our conservation director  Dennis Harper  

 
Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Notes, April 6, 2008 
 
North Matilija Creek 
 
Santa Barbara Channelkeeper has issued a comprehensive report that documents concerns about 
significant adverse environmental impacts to North Matilija Creek resulting from a large landslide in 
March 2006 below the Mosler Rock Quarry. According to the Channelkeeperôs report a significant 
barrier to steelhead migration has persisted since then as well as water quality turbidity degradations. 
In September 2007 several large rocks were removed from the streambed, yet stream flow was not 
restored and continued to flow sub-surface through the landslide area. A December 2007 site 
inspection by a certified professional engineer who specializes in fish passage projects determined 
that even under sufficient flow conditions the remediation will still present difficult challenges to adult 
steelhead and is highly likely to be impassable by resident trout and juveniles. 
In June 2006, the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board issued a Cleanup and 
Abatement Order (CAO) to the owner of the Mosler Rock Ojai Quarry. The CAO requires stabilization 
of both right and left halves of the slope adjacent to Matilija Creek and to reduce or eliminate erosion 
from mining areas. It also required application for a 401certification to clean out discharged boulders 
and nuisance into Matilija Creek immediately. To date a design for a long-term solution to fish 
passage and slope stabilization has not been presented. 

mailto:jehmah@msn.com


Channelkeeper has presented a demand that relevant county, state and federal agencies work in a 
coordinated manner with Mosler Rock Ojai Quarry to immediately require remediation of North Fork 
Matilija Creek. 
Citing Channelkeepers document, Ed Henke, a steelhead historical researcher has requested a Writ-
of-Mandamus from the California Attorney General regarding the long lingering, unresolved issues 
having deleterious impacts on the endangered specie, Southern Steelhead. The North Fork of Matilija 
Creek is basically the only reliable perennial up-river segment of the Ventura River system that still 
has a measure of refugia area habitat remaining for the endangered southern steelhead to procreate.  
 

Ojai Valley Land Conservancy  

Update: Anyone planning to attend should make a reservation in advance by calling (805) 649-6852 
or email at ovlc@ovlc.org. 
Friday, April 25 from 7 to 8:30 pm, the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy will hold a meeting at their office 
to present their current projects. Nica Knite of CalTrout and Paul Jenkins will be speakers. OVLC has 
a $2.5 million grant to restore approximately 1600 acres on the Rancho El Nido Unit (from just below 
the Robles Diversion Facility to the bridge to Lake Casitas).  The next day meeting at the Riverview 
trailhead for a four hour tour to Matilija Dam with Paul, then back to the Ventura River Preserve for 
Stevie Adams to describe the projects there. Then on to the Ojai Meadows Preserve for a restoration 
tour there including showing the new creek and vernal pools. Arundo removal started on March 3. 
There is a $10 donation for each program separately, but OVLC will also offer on site memberships 
which are $25 and the events are free to members. The OVLC is very active in preserving and 
restoring the Ventura River watershed. Public support is encouraged for this very worthy organization. 
 
 

Trout in the Classroom 

We currently have six teachers in the Ventura and Camarillo areas who are participating with the 
club.  According to the Fillmore Hatchery, trout eggs from the Sierra will be available to the program 
soon.  At that time, I may ask for a couple of volunteers to help me deliver the eggs to the 
classrooms.  This program has been very popular with those involved and the kids always look 
forward to watching the eggs develop into fry. 
 
Robert Salas, TIC Coordinator 
 
 

From Ray Johnson 

SFF Board Member 
 
The following Page is Ray Johnsonôs Camping List 
 
Ray sent in this list for everyone who likes to go camping. I think that pretty well covers most of the 
club. He mentioned that this list has been in use by his students for many years. After reviewing the 
list I added it to my documents to save and use when I go camping again this summer. It is very use 
full and well thought out , a  handy thing to have. Although I did change ñSlacks and Skirtsò to ñsweats 
and shortsò.  



 

  

TRIP TO__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EXPECTED WEATHER CONDITIONS__________________________________________________  

TOOLS 

PERSONAL ITEMS 
 
0 Comb 
0 First Aid kit 
0 Hair brush 
0 Toilet kit 
0 Toilet paper 
0 Toothbrush 
0 Tooth paste 
0 Towels 
0 Wash Cloth 
0 
0 
 
AUTO EQUIPMENT 

CONTAINERS 

0 Day pack  

0 Back pack  

0 Laundry bag 

0 Duffel bag  

0 Suitcase 

0 Val Pack 

SLEEP GEAR 

0 Air mattress or 

Foam rubber mat 

0 Blankets 

0 Cot 

0 Pajamas 

0 Pillow 

0 Sleeping bag w/ 

Waterproof bag 

CLOTHING 

0 Belts 

0 Blouses 

0 Boots 

0 Gloves 

0 Handkerchiefs 

0 Jackets 

0 Pants 

0 Rain gear 

0 Shirts 

0 Skirts 

0 Slacks 

0 Shoes 

0 Sox 

0 Sweaters 

0 Sweat shirts 

0 Swim suits 

0 Thermal underwear 

0 T shirts 

0 Underwear 

0 Wool caps 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

SHELTER 

0 Mosquito netting  

0 Tarp 

0 Tent 

0 Ropes 

0 Stakes 

COOKING GEAR 

0 Aluminum foil 

0 Bottle opener 

0 Bucket 

0 Canteen 

0 Cleanser 

0 Can opener 

0 Coffee pot 

0 Coffee filters 

0 Coleman stove 

0 Condiments 

0 Cook kit (pots, pans, 

   silverware, dishes) 

0 Cups 

0 Dish pan 

0 Dutch oven & irons  

0 Food bags - cloth and 

   plastic 

0 Grill 

0 Ice chests 

0 Ice pick 

0 Iron skillet & griddle  

0 Matches 

0 Paper cups 

0 Paper napkins 

0 Paper plates 

0 Paper towels 

0 Soap (biodegradable) 

0 Table cloth 

0 Tea towels 

0 Thermos bottles 

0 Water cans 

0 Extension light  

0 Flares and fire 

   extinguisher 

0 Jack 

0 Tool kit 

0 Tow chain 

FOODS 

0 Apples 

0 Bananas 

0 Bread 

0 Butter 

0 Cereals 

0 Cheese 

0 Coffee 

0 Flour 

0 Lettuce 

0 Liquids 

0 Mayonnaise 

0 Milk 

0 Onions 

0 Oranges 

0 Potatoes 

0 Rice 

0 Salt and pepper  

0 Sour dough starter  

0 Spaghetti 

0 Sugar 

0 Tomatoes 

0 Oil 

0 Eggs 

MEATS 

0 Bacon 

0 Hamburger  

0 Hot dogs 

0 Lunch meats 

0 Sausage 

0 Steaks 

CANNED GOODS 

Baking powder 

Baking soda 

Beans 

Chili 

Corn 

Fruit 

Peas 

Stew 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

LlGHTS 

0 Batteries 

0 Bulbs 

0 Candles 

0 Flashlights 

0 Lantern 

0 Propane bottles 

0 Axe 

0 Broom 

0 File 

0 Hatchet 

0 Pocket knife  

0 Saw 

0 Shovel 

0 Whetstone 

RECREATION EQUIPMENT 

0 Binoculars 

0 Books & magazines 

0 Cameras 

0 Creel (?) 

0 Crib board & cards 

0 Film 

0 Fishing license 

0 Fly vests 

0 Games and toys 

0 Horse shoes and stakes  

0 Landing nets 

0 Reels 

0 Rods 

0 Tackle box I Fly tying kit  

0 Waders 

0 Wading shoes 

0 Wading staff 

MISCELLANEOUS 

0 Alarm clock 

0 Compass 

0 Insect repellents  

0 Porta-toilet 

0 Sun glasses 

0 Survival kit 

0 Briquettes 

0 P-nut butter 

0 Jam 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 



Fish of the Month 
By Ann Scarborough Bull, Ph.D. 
 
 
 

 
 

Largemouth Bass, Green Trout (Micropterus salmoides) is the largest member of the sunfish family. Often the apex 
predator in freshwater systems, these fish will eat anything that jumps, crawls, swims, dives, flies, or slithers. They start 
eating everything, including each other, at about 2 inches in size when they are 3 months old. They grow rapidly 4-6 
inches for the next several years then slow down and start to put on weight. Males seldom exceed 16 inches, while 
females frequently surpass 22. Trophy fish are 10 + 10 females ï at least 10 years and 10 pounds. Largemouth bass 
prefer to nest in quiet, vegetated water and will use any substrate like soft mud or submerged logs. Once the female has 
laid eggs in a nest (2,000 to 43,000), she is chased away by the male who then jealously guards the precious eggs. Their 
tendency to eat anything and their aggressive nature and willingness to strike makes them a great flyfishing target. 
Sometimes stripping divers through the water works; sometimes a slow count to 30 before popping a floater. With their 
great jaws and suction power, they literally create a sudden hole in the water and anything near flows right in. So thereôs a 
little more time to set the hook, but it takes a heart-beat to get over the strike anyway. Think summer, sun low in the sky, 
and glassy water over near the weeds. 

 
Largemouth Bass 

There once was a woman, a cute lass 

Who was widely known for her lip sass 

A man said with a nod 

Oh please, try my rod 

She said with a smile, kiss my bass 

 
 
 
 

Sespe Fly Fisherõs Sponsor of the Month 

 

 

                                 

                                               
  

 



 
 

 
The Council is having its second annual clean-up on rush creek: on June 22nd 7:00am ótill Noon. 
Lunch will be provided by our sponsor Silver Lake Resort. This year we will be installing Monofilament 
recycling tubes, in conjunction with the clean-up. If your club would like to help out with building and 
or installing the tubes please contact me or Joe Lemire. We are looking at this as a test run for the 
tubes; but we have another clean-up in Mammoth. That could expand the program.  
Greg Stumpf President, SWCFFF  
gregstumpf@roadrunner.com (949)293-5570 
 
 
A GREAT OPPORTUNITY 

 
If you are relatively new to fly fishing and would like to learn more about real fishing with dry flies, 
then the Sierra Pacific FlyFishers Fly Fishing School at Hot Creek Ranch is for you.  This School 
consists of two days of stream side instruction in groups of no more than 4 students by instructors 
who each have more than 30 years of experience and are expert fly fisherman.  You also get a third 
day of fishing on your own to reinforce and enjoy the new knowledge you have gained.  The 
emphasis is on catching and releasing trout from the world famous Hot Creek Ranch near Mammoth, 
California. Subjects that are taught include how to present your dry fly, how to mend, how to achieve 
a drag free drift, fly selection and where to look for fish. This school is best for students who can 
make a basic 30 foot cast and mastered knot tying. Instruction is tailored to the skills of the individual 
student.  The more advanced the student, the more advanced the instruction.  It is not a casting clinic, 
it is a dry fly fishing school.  
The dates of the SPFF Fly Fishing School are June 6-9.  The School includes lodging at Hot Creek 
Ranch (2 persons per cabin), two days of instruction, a third day of independent fishing and all 
meals.  The cost is $725 per person. The instructors and staff volunteer their time for this event and 
SPFF presents this School at cost, it makes no profit.  
A few openings are still available. Should you be interested, please contact School Director Ron 
Nelson at 818-802-7394 or rlnelson@earthlink.net. 

 

Deep Creek Flyfishers - Bear Creek stream cleanup, meet in Angelus Oaks at 9 am, 

 Saturday May 10th. Morning cleanup, afternoon free to fish.   

Contact Steve Kopp , 909-793-6831 stevekopp@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

 

Federation of Fly Fishers News 
April, 2008 

mailto:gregstumpf@roadrunner.com
mailto:rlnelson@earthlink.net
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FOR SALE 

 
Water Skeeters 
 

two Water Skeeter "Freedom" pontoon 
boats.  Never used, still in original boxes.  
Excellent for small rivers (class 2) or lakes 
use.  Motor mounts, anchor systems, oars, 2 
storage compartments, aprons, cargo racks 
for batteries and/or small cooler.  Comes with 
MinnKota Endura Trolling motors (30 lb. 
thrust) and batteries.  Two complete 
systems.   $300 EACH OR BOTH FOR $500  

Call Gordon at 805-526-2030 or 805-433-3451  
Thank you for making the club members aware of this, 
Gordon Stolla 
 
 

Golf with Our Guest Speaker 
 

 
Hereôs a rare opportunity to go golfing with our guest speaker. John Tavenner, our guest speaker for 
May, said would like to play golf here. Since our program director, president and Treasurer will be out 
of town on May 14 Chuck Colwell has graciously agreed to play host to our speaker. He would like a 
couple of club members to join in and make it a foursome. Contact Chuck for more Information. 
 

 

Tying Tips and Tricks 

From Earl 
 

Keep a powerful magnet handy at your tying station or in your kit. (Mine hangs on a 2 ft. string just 
below my vice). When you drop that size 24 midge you just slaved over, or a bare hook (or whole 
pack!)  just swing the magnet an inch above the area and presto! Some times I find hooks I didnôt 
even know I lost!  
 
Magnetize Your Scissors. Just a little! Then you can use the tip of your scissors to pick up those tiny 
hooks. Just a couple drags across your magnet should magnetize them enough to pick up small 
hooks. Donôt over do it, you donôt want to be picking up the whole pile. 

  

 



 

 
 

Bridgeport Fish Enhancement Foundation  
P.O. Box 23, 75000 Hwy 395 

Bridgeport, CA 93517 

     PHONE (760) 932-9875      FAX (760) 932-9803 

www.bridgeportfishenhancement.com 
                                                                 Mission Statement:  

To restore a brown trout fishery through nonprofit means for the purpose of preservation while providing an improved angling 

experience for future generations.  

 

 2008 BFE UPDATE and 2007 REVIEW 

 
Our yearly fish raising goals were once again exceeded with some new and exciting upgrades to our capabilities. The success of our 

2007 season was due in large part to tremendous support from private donations, grants from the Gary Cino Family Foundation, the 

California Inland Fisheries Foundation, and the tireless volunteer efforts of our own Foundation members. 

 

We are very pleased to announce the completion of our Trout Transport Trailer. This easily towed, fully equipped fish hauler is 

capable of moving more than 500 pounds of fish to any of our Bridgeport area fisheries. We are also able to travel good distances to 

pick up our new batch of fingerlings, saving money on delivery while ensuring a safe, disease free environment as they travel to our 

two certified clean facilities. Our Paradise Shores Project operated by Eric and Michelle Gehrung is being upgraded in 2008 to 

increase trout growing capacity. 

 

The impressive new Virginia Creek Settlement project has proven to be a dependable artesian well water facility with low 

maintenance and extremely high growth rates. The potential for this facility will allow our trout output to triple as we plan to add two 

new bins in 2008. Our bold experiment in which we raised both rainbows and browns through this past winter was a surprising 

success. Jimmy and Brinn Little were able to raise over 400 browns in one bin while losing only one fish. These trout are being 

stocked into our local waters in trophy sizes. They were also able to grow over 2,000 rainbows through the winter while losing less 

than 5% of the fish. The majority of these trout are being planted in the 6 to 10 inch size before April 26th. 

 

Our 2007 stocking totals included an August stocking from Paradise Shores of 250 browns in the 10-12 inch 

range, then another stocking of 650 browns in early October that were between 12-14 inches. Our Virginia 

Creek facility has been designed to grow fish year round, but also chipped in with trout stockings in early 

November of 250 browns in the 12-14 inch range and another 125 browns in late November. These late season 

plants were designed to allow the browns to grow through the winter in our local waters to provide serious rod-

bending action after the April 26
th

 season opener. 

 
Plans for 2008 include receiving over twenty thousand (20,000) baby browns in mid- April that will be split between our two 

facilities. With our proven success, we expect our most prolific season of brown trout stocking.  

 

We appreciate the continued support of caring people. 

 

Skip Baker 

Foundation President 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sespe Fly Fishers Membership Renewal 
 

Dear Flyfisher, 

Welcome to new members and renewing members alike!  Your membership dues enable the Sespe Fly Fishers 

to continue to provide quality programs, outings, seminars, and to participate in conservation efforts. 

In other words, WE NEED YOU! 

 

Please complete this application and return it along with your membership dues today to the following address: 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 

P.O. Box 5127 

Ventura, CA  93005 

 

Your support is appreciated. 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Please include names of Family Members that may participle in club functions:  

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

HOME PHONE: ______________________________________________________ 

WORK PHONE: ________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

Please indicate if you are a member of the  Federation of  Fly Fishers (FFF)  

  Yes     No 

Annual Family Membership Dues (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31) 

 

Residence 

 

Age 

 

New Member 

Renewing 

Member 

 

Ventura & S.B. Counties 16 and over $41 $35 $____________ 

Other Locations 16 and over $18 $12 $____________ 

Any Under 16 $18 $12 $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to the Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Fund          $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to “Trout in the classroom”                                    $____________ 

GRAND TOTAL $____________ 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris or Fran May at (805) 984-1267 or chrismay5@msn.com. 

 

mailto:chrismay5@msn.com?subject=sespe%20renewal


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 
P.O. Box 5127 
Ventura, CA 93005 
 

 

  

 


