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 Sespe Fly Fishers 

MEETING  

August 20, 2008 

TIME:  7:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Senior Rec. 
Center 

Santa Clara and 
Oak, Ventura 

 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

September  Meeting  

Picnic  

Soul Park 

OJAI 

Saturday September 

20
th

,  2008 

3pm ‘till dusk 

 

BOARD MEETING  

   August 18th, at 

Carrow’s Restaurant, 

Seaward and Harbor, 

Ventura 

Outings 

Montana in the Fall 

See inside for details! 

It was good to hear the member’s fish reports at the July Club 

meeting.  Those Sespe Flyfishers have been out there pounding the 

water.  I can’t wait to hear the reports at our August meeting. 

 

I am looking forward to hearing Steve Schalla’s presentation at this 

months meeting.  Steve has been a club member for several years 

and maintains a very informative website.  Don’t miss Steve’s 

“History of the Sierras.” 

 

The date for our Club’s annual picnic is fast approaching.  Chuck 

Colwell and his wife Marcia have completed their planning.  Look for 

the flyer in this newsletter.  We are trying to get an advance “head-

count” of attendees.  It makes the planning for the purchase of the 

club supplied items much easier so your cooperation will be greatly 

appreciated. 

  

On the conservation front, there is some good news and some not-

so-good news.  The good news is that the 1000 foot-long berm that 

blocks the flow of Topanga Creek (and the steelhead) is going to be 

removed by the State.  The plan is to restore the creek to its 

condition in the 1920’s and 30’s.  The not-so-good news is that a 

mud flow from a mid-July monsoon storm wiped out the Mt. Whitney 

Fish Hatchery.  Since the hatchery had been slated for closure on 

previous occasions, there is genuine concern that it will not be rebuilt.  

Our conservation chairman, Dennis Harper will keep us posted on 

these issues. 

 
See you at the August meeting.    Paul 
 
 

 

 

Presidentôs Message               August 2008 

 

Program  
 

Steve Schalla 

 

ñHistory of the 

Sierrasò 

 

 

http://www.sespeflyfishers.org/


Speaker of the Month 
 

Steve Schalla 
 

 

 

ñHistory of the Sierrasò  

with Steve Schalla 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I spent my youth north of Santa Barbara living in Rancho Embarcadero near Dos Pueblos Ranch. 

Ellwood Beach actually belonged to the Rancho, so I'd hang out there surfing and collecting marine 

life for my saltwater aquarium. Got to feed those baby octopi, you know... 

Went to UCSB as a Botany Major and "worked" as a Beach Lifeguard for five years. Didn't know what 

kind of work a Botanist could expect, so I enrolled at UC Berkeley in College of Natural Resources, 

School of Forestry. Took Wildlife from Aldo's son, A. Starker Leopold, Aquatic Entomology from Don 

Erman, Fisheries from John Parmenter, Silviculture from John Helms, etc. Pretty cool time... 

Decided I wanted to be involved in reforestation so I teamed up with Bob Zobel in Carmel Valley, CA 

and started a reforestation nursery. Over the next decade, I implemented three reforestation 

nurseries in CA, OR, and WA growing about 45 million trees during that time. I had 200,000 trees 

available for Weyerhaueser to replant the blast zone of Mt St. Helens. 

Since I went into the printing business, I spent most of my outside interest in flyfishing and hiking the 

Sierras. Started my website about 5 years ago as a place to deposit bits of information and the 

sharing of it with others is just a good byproduct. 

 

Program: 

 

The presentation covers some natural history of the Sierras and how native fish developed within the 

Sierras. I try to show how past and current human activities have changed the aquatic habitats and 

the fish that reside. Finally, I go through the four main regions of the Sierras showing the better fly 

fishing opportunities. 

 
 

 



FLY TYING WITH BILL BLACKSTONE 
 
Black Bear 
Streamer 
 
This is the second of two flies Bill taught us last February. Bill usually has two patterns for each class 

and I only put one in the news letter. The other is saved for the Summer.  

 Fall is rapidly aproaching and it’s time to start thinking about fishing for thouse big Browns that come 

up out of Crowley to spawn in late September and October. The cold water and shorter days makes 

the big Browns aggressive and streamers will consistantly bring in the big brusers. This pattern is a 

classic that is tried and true. Be sure to have a firm grip on the rod when you swing this  fly across 

and down stream 

I 
MATERIALS 
  

Hook-   Mustad 79580 Size 4 - 10 

Thread-  Black  

Tail-   Gray Squirrel Tail ½ body length 

Hackle- Black, tied in to palmer over the body 

Body-   Black Chenille 

Wing-   Gray Squirel tail tied on top over the body 

 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

1.  Wrap the thread from the head space to the bend. 

2. Tie in a small bunch of Squirrel Tail ½ the length of the hook shank. 

3. Tie a large black hackle by the tip at the tie in point of the tail.  

4. Tie on a 3 inch piece of black chenille long enough to tie down from the tail to just short of the 

eye. Advance the thread to two eye spaces behind the eye. Tying down the end of the body 

chenille as you go to help form an even body.  

5. Wrap the chenille forward and stop leaving enough room to tie in the wing and form a head. 

6. Wrap the hackle forward palmer style with 5 to 7 evenly spaced turns and tie down where you 

stopped the body. 

7. Select a long but not too heavy bunch of squirrel tail long enough to reach to the end of the tail 

and tie down on top of the hook two eye lengths back of the eye. 

8.  Trim the butts flush to the back of the eye and wrap a nice head. Whip finish.  

9. Apply a coat of lacquer to the head and pain on some eyes if you like. (Bill does) 

 



Fish of the Month 
By Ann Scarborough Bull, Ph.D. 

 

 

 

California croaker. (Sciaenidae ï the Croaker family). Members of this family may be familiar to California surf anglers 
including the corbina (Menticirrhus undulatus), queenfish (Seriphus politus), white seabass (Atractoscion nobilis), yellowfin 
(Umbrina roncador), white (Genyonemus lineatus), and spotfin croaker Roncador stearnsii. There are many other local 
names such as Pasadena trout, Catalina croaker, kingfish, surf fish, and shiner. You might see croaker, especially corbina 
and whites, feeding in water so shallow that their backs are exposed. Croaker can be very particular feeders and often 
key in on one prey item such as sandcrabs, rejecting all else. They scoop up mouthfuls of sand and separate the food by 
sending the sand through the gills. Croaker are available to fly fishers throughout the year along southern California's 
sandy beaches, but fishing is best from July through September. They are very wary and difficult to hook as many an avid 
surf fisher can affirm. Perhaps one reason is that they tend to mouth and chew their food and don't strike solidly very 
often. Cruising the Internet for California croaker will also take you to the website of the California Office of Environmental 
Health Hazard Assessment where the news is not good. Because of their habit of feeding mostly on the bottom within the 
surf zone, croaker tend to accumulate and retain coastal runoff pollutants and should be eaten rarely, if at all. White sea 
bass are the exception with most of the white sea bass we catch locally spending the first several years being fed clean, 
Purina fish chow in aquaculture grow out pens. Thank you to Hubbs-SeaWorld Research Institute for hatching white sea 
bass babies and the many volunteers who tend the pens.  

California Croaker 
Fly fishing is sometimes like poker 
The dealer may deal you a joker 

With your feet on the turf 
Cast into the surf 

If youôre lucky you may hook a croaker 

 
 
 

Our favorite sponsor 

 

  

 



Sespe Flyfishers Board of Directors 
 

PRESIDENT      
Paul Wilson      482-7443 
 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Dennis Harper: 650-1708 
 

SECRETARY  
Gary Bulla:      933-1367 
 

TREASURER  
Carl Rhoads:     644-0940 

 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Ulrich:     646-6496 
Frances Smith: 647-3522 
John Dugan:     646-6898 
 
 

 

2008 Speaker Schedule  
August     Steve Schalla                 ñHistory of the Sierrasò 
September        Annual Picnic           September 20th Soul Park, Ojai 
October     Rick Hafele   ñDebugging Entomologyò 
November     Rick E. Martin  ñHow to Improve your Photographyò 
December      Christmas Party “Bring back your white elephant gift!ò 
*Speakers and programs subject to change without notice. Check the news letter each month.  
 

GONE FISHING  from Bob and Frances Smith 

We haven’t anything to put in the newsletter about fly tying or the auction, because we are out fishing. 
Bob and I left Ft. Smith, MT a few days ago and fishing the Big Horn River was great, as usual.  You 
guys need to try it!  Bob and I caught rainbow and brown trout that were fighters and their deep color 
was beautiful.   
We are heading up to the Missouri River near Craig tomorrow for some fishing. 
When we leave Craig we are heading toward the FFF International Conclave in Whitefish.  You guys 
should be there. 
 

SEPTEMBER PICNIC at SOULE PARK 
 

This years annual picnic will be at Soule Park in Ojai on Saturday September 20, 3pm to Sunset.  
Soule Park is a great venue with lots of room to cast, a covered eating area and a big group 
barbeque pit. We’ll have a Santa Maria style barbeque with tri-tip, beans, bread and soft drinks. And a 
pot luck salad and desert. This year, in order to save our funds, we are asking for a five dollar per 
adult donation. Kids are free. Come early and bring your vacation pictures and fly rods. Soule is a 

Ventura County park in Ojai.  Mapquest map for Soule Park   Just take Ojai Ave. East to Boardman 

Rd. and turn right.  

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 

Conservation – Dennis Harper   650-1708 
Membership - Chris & Frances May  984-1267 
Newsletter –Earl Arnold:    701-1239 
Programs - Gary Bulla:    933-1367 
Raffles – John Dugan:    646-6898 
Refreshments - Jeff Herford:   658-0829 
Outings - Jeff Hereford:    658-0829 
Web Site –Earl Arnold:   701-1239 
Auction - Frances Smith:    647-3522 
Fly Tying -Bob Smith:    647-3522 
Trout In The Classroom - Bob Salas  640-7101 
 

http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?country=US&zipcode=93023-3018


Sespe Fly Fishers 
Picnic 

 

Pot Luck, Raffle and Games! 

 
 

Date  Saturday September 20, 2008 
 
Place  Soule Park, Ojai Area #4 
 
Time  3 pm to ?? 
 
Who  All members, spouses/friends and kids 
 
Casting clinic – watch a demonstration on how to cast using a spey rod – play horseshoes to test 
your skill – large level lawn area for casting practice and games. 
 
The Club will provide charcoal, sliced tri-tip roast for adults, hot dogs for kids (buns and fixings), garlic 
bread ingredients (members to do the cooking), salsa, plates, napkins, cups and utensils. 
 
What to bring 
Your own ice chest with beverages (wine and beer are OK), and 
 
if your last name begins with…       
 A – D  bring dessert for 10 people     
 E – O  bring appetizer for 10 people 
 P – Z  bring salad for 10 people 
 
Fee - $5 per adult (if RSVP and fee paid by Sept 1st - $7 per adult after Sept 1st) 

Please pay by cash or check at a Club meeting, or mail check to Carl Rhoads, Treasurer. 
 
Make checks payable to Sespe Fly Fishers.  

 
Parking - $4 per car – pay by cash at Park entrance. 
 
 
 

RSVP to Chuck and Marcia Colwell 
805 987-5474 

e-mail: crc4411@verizon.net 

 

 

 

mailto:crc4411@verizon.net


 

MONTANA OUTING 
Dave Boyden has offered to host a Montana trip after Labor Day. Dates to be determined based on 
schedules of those interested. Would be fishing the Yellowstone, spring creeks and the Park. Guided 
or unguided options. He can house 2 easily, possible a third. If there are more, there are plenty of 
places to stay nearby. If you are interested contact  
Dave Boyden 
O: 805-640-6729 
C: 805-290-0842 
dboyden@miradorstrategies.com  
  

  

                      FROM THE OUTING CHAIRMAN 

  

  The following is a proposal for the coming three months. Would you like to host an 

outing to a special spot? I will be more than willing to assist in coordinating any trips that 

you may have an interest in. 

  In addition to announcing planned outing via the monthly newsletter I will be using e-

mail to communicate with members. This will allow me to keep members informed and 

facilitate communicating last minute changes to the outing schedule. Initially I will use the 

membership directory to create a group e-mail group. If your e-mail address is not in the 

directory and you desire to be included in the group e-mail let me know and I will add you 

to the list.        

  

       OUTINGS PLANNED FOR THE REMAINING OF THE YEAR 

  

Through the end of this summer I plan on hosting one surf outing per month. Depending on the 

tide and location plan on meeting at the Artful Angler, Santa Clause Lane, 805-566-5900. In 

addition to surf fishing equipment Eric has loaner rods for those members that would like to 

give surf fishing a try. 
  
MONTH             LOCATION                                               HOST 
  
 Oct. Nov. Pending stay tuned!    
  
20 September Annual club picnic Sou le Park Ojai.   
  
    Jeff Hereford 

1227 Seafarer St 

Ventura Ca 93001 

805-658-0829 cell 805-701-4004 

jehmah@msn.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dboyden@miradorstrategies.com
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Deep Creek Stream Cleanup this Saturday  
 

If you're looking for a way to cool off this weekend, the Deep Creek Flyfishers will be having a stream 
cleanup Saturday morning on Deep Creek near Running Springs. 

For those of you who live along or south of I-10, we will be meeting at Carolynôs Caf® in Redlands 
at 8:00 am, or 7:00 am if you want to join us for breakfast. Carolyn's Cafe is located at 1711 West 

Lugonia Ave, just west of Alabama, north of I-10.  

For people who live up on the mountain or on the north side of the mountain, we will meet you at the 
Skyforest Ranger Station on Hwy 18 at 8:45. 

It should be plenty warm to not need waders this weekend if you want to wet wade, but I recommend 
long pants to avoid scrapes on the brush and the chance of poison oak. 

We plan to cover at least two locations of three locations, between T6 crossing, Splinters Cabin, and 
Devil's Hole. I will take a trip up there this week to figure out where there is the most need. 

Bring water, lunch or snacks, and fishing gear if you plan to fish. 

As a side note, with the forecast to be over 100 in the valley later this week, there is a chance the 
water may be too warm to fish during mid-day, since catch and release mortality of trout increases as 
the water temperature gets close to 70 degrees. I will have a stream thermometer so we can be sure. 

If you have any questions, feel free to email or call me. I will have my cellphone with me, so if 
something happens Saturday morning and you need to contact me, my number is 909-557-7034. 

See you Saturday, 
Steve     For more info. contact  "Steve Kopp" <stevekopp@hotmail.com> 

 

Mammoth High School Fly Fishing Assoc. and SWCFFF will be having a clean up 
and Mono tube day at Convict lake and stream on the 30th 0f August.  Convict 
lake resort is sponsoring the even along with troutstock. 
 
We will also be installing tubes in the Mammoth lakes basin soon. For more information contact 
 
Greg Stumpf        gregstumpf@roadrunner.com 
 

 

 

  

Federation of Fly Fishers News 
August, 2008 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sespe Fly Fishers Membership Renewal 
 

Dear Flyfisher, 

Welcome to new members and renewing members alike!  Your membership dues enable the Sespe Fly Fishers 

to continue to provide quality programs, outings, seminars, and to participate in conservation efforts. 

In other words, WE NEED YOU! 

 

Please complete this application and return it along with your membership dues today to the following address: 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 

P.O. Box 5127 

Ventura, CA  93005 

 

Your support is appreciated. 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Please include names of Family Members that may participle in club functions:  

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

HOME PHONE: ______________________________________________________ 

WORK PHONE: ________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

Please indicate if you are a member of the  Federation of  Fly Fishers (FFF)  

  Yes     No 

Annual Family Membership Dues (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31) 

 

Residence 

 

Age 

 

New Member 

Renewing 

Member 

 

Ventura & S.B. Counties 16 and over $41 $35 $____________ 

Other Locations 16 and over $18 $12 $____________ 

Any Under 16 $18 $12 $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to the Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Fund          $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to “Trout in the classroom”                                    $____________ 

GRAND TOTAL $____________ 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris or Fran May at (805) 984-1267 or chrismay5@msn.com. 

 

mailto:chrismay5@msn.com?subject=sespe%20renewal


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 
P.O. Box 5127 
Ventura, CA 93005 
 

 

  

 


