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 Sespe Fly Fishers 

MEETING  

December 19, 2007 

TIME:  6:30 p.m. 

PLACE: Senior Rec. 
Center 

Santa Clara and 
Oak , Ventura 

 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

January Speaker 

DAVE HUGHES 

MATCHING THE 

HATCH 

January 16th, 2008    

7:00 PM Senior Rec. 

Center. Oak and Santa 

Clara, Ventura 

BOARD MEETING 
Jan. 14, at Carrow’s 

Restaurant, Seaward 

and Harbor, Ventura 

Fly Tying 

On the 4th Monday of 

the month at Brooks 

 Details inside 

 

 

Happy 
 

Holidays 
 

                                                                                            Paul 
 

President’s Message           December 2007 

 

Program  

 

Holiday 

Dinner Party! 

And  

White 

Elephant gift 

exchange.    

 

http://www.sespeflyfishers.org/


Sespe Fly Fishers     
  

HOLIDAY PARTY 
Potluck, Fish Tales, and Photos 

 
Date  Wednesday December 19, 2007 

Place  Senior Recreation Center 

Time  6:30 pm 
Who  All members and spouses/friends 

 

Wear your holiday smiles and let everyone enjoy photos of your latest fishing 
adventures. 

     

The Club will provide the turkey, cranberry sauces, soft drinks, 

bottled water, tea, coffee and decaf. 

 

What to Bring 

A “white elephant” gift for a gift exchange after dinner and 

If your last name begins with… 

A – F  bring salad for 10 people 

G – P  bring dessert for 10 people 

Q – Z   bring appetizer for 10 people 
 

RSVP to Ann Bull via e-mail at  

ann.bull@mms.gov (preferred) 
      or, if you must, call 

       805-389-7855   

                                                                                                          
 

 

mailto:ann.bull@mms.gov


  

SPEAKER OF THE MONTH 
 

Sespe Fly Fishers Speaker Schedule 2008* 
 

January          Dave Hughes  ñMatching the Hatchò 

February        Dave Ames   ñEinsteinôs Trout - A look at How Fish Thinkò 

March      Annual Auction  ñBring your credit cardò 

April      Brian and Judith OôKeefe  ñWhy We Love Troutò  

May      John Tavenner  ñThe Spectacular San Juanò 

June      Diana Rudolph  ñFlyfishing Islamorada: Past and Presentò 

July      Zane Mirfin   ñFlyfishing New Zealandò 

August     Open 

September     Open 

October     Rick Hafele   ñDebugging Entomologyò 

November     Rick E. Martin  ñHow to Improve your Photographyò 

December      Open 

 
*Speakers and programs subject to change without notice. Check the news letter each month.  
 

From the Fly Tying Chairman,  Bob Smith 
 
There will not be a December Fly Tying Session. Happy Holidays! 
For our January Fly Tying session we will continue filling our fly boxes with the tried and true flies that 
just ókeep on workingô so bring your tools and breadboard and Bill will have the rest of the stuff that 
we will be needing. 
Our next session will be on Monday January the 28th (4th Monday), 7:00 to 9:00 PM, and as usual, at 
the Brooks Instituteôs Ventura campus, 5301 N. Ventura Avenue (Rt. 33 to CanӉada Larga off ramp), in 
the Conference Room.   
 
Fly Tying Dates for the coming season:  
All dates are the 4th Monday, 7:00 ï 9:00 PM, Brooks Instituteôs Ventura Campus Conference Room, 
5301 N. Ventura Avenue (Rt. 33 to CanӉada Larga off ramp).   
 No December session.  
2008 - January 28, February 25, March 24, April 28, May 26. 
 
 

  



FLY TYING WITH BILL BLACKSTONE 
H & L Variant (Ike’s Fly) 

 

This is truly a fly that keeps on giving.  General Eisenhower was a Fly Fisherman.  In fact, due to his life’s 

position and contacts, he fished a great many more places than you, or I will ever see.  Word has it he fished 

only one fly in two sizes and that was the H & L Variant, which is an excellent dry fly.  The original fly calls 

for calf tail, as did many other patterns.  Today there is a substitute for calf tail in poly yarn which should make 

your tying a great deal easier.  If you don’t have a favorite dry fly of your own , I recommend this pattern. 

 

Thread     Danville’s 6/0 or 8/0 

Tail        White Poly Yarn (original calls for calf tail) 

Body       One-half stripped peacock and one-half with the peacock herl in place 

Wing       White Poly yarn (divided) (original calls for calf tail) 

Hackle     Furnace or Brown 

 

Hook       Standard Dry Fly Hook    Mustad 94840 or your favorite 

 

1. Wrap the thread on the hook from the head space to the bend and half hitch 

2. Select a pinch of Poly Yarn (white) and tie in at the bend.  Wrap the thread forward to the wing space 

and trim the tail butts, then wrap thread back to the bend and secure it with a half-hitch.  The tail should 

be the length equal to the gape of the hook.  You can trim the tail at this length. 

3. Select one peacock tail herl and lay it flat on your tying surface and with the use of a pencil eraser, 

remove ½ of the herl from the stem on both sides.  Stroke your eraser in one direction while holding 

both ends of the stem down securely to the surface.  This will prevent the stem from kinking or folding 

while you scrub away the flue.  Otherwise, you chance bending or breaking the stem. 

4. Tie the stem in at the tail, wrap your thread forward to the wing space, wrap your peacock herl forward 

creating ½ of the body as bare stem and ½ of the body as herl.  Note:  When you are working with your 

peacock herl stem, there is no need to go clear to the tip.  You will find it much easier to come up about 

1 ½  inches from the tip.   

 

 

 

 

 

 You will have to use a little discretion on this, but most herl stems are about 5 inches long.  The tip is 

usually the most prone area to split or be damaged, even before it leaves the bird, and it is the easiest area to 

damage when removing the flue. 

 

5. Select and tie in your wing material.  I recommend if you are using poly yarn for the wing to tie in a one 

inch strand at 90 degrees to the hook shank and then figure 8 the thread around the yarn to form a split 

wing at the attitude you desire.  If you have decided to use calf tail as the original calls for, your wing is 

the first item to be tied in, followed by the tail, with the butts of the wing and tail meeting about1/2 way 

and forming an underbody flat shape when covered with thread.  Trim your poly yarn wings to the 

correct height.  

6. Tie in your hackle behind the wing and wind at least two turns of hackle on each side of the wing.  Keep 

your wing tips as upright as possible.  If you tie a size 14 or larger, use two hackles. 

 

Some tiers prefer to tie the quill body and the herl portion as separate sections, coating the quill section with 

lacquer for durability.  Try it both ways.  When it comes to size 18’s and smaller, this is not as easy as it sounds 

for my three thumbs.  The quill is vulnerable to fish tooth damage. 

 



Dave Hughes Trout Fishing Workshop 

Saturday, January 12th 

 

Our Presenter for January, Dave Hughes, will be conducting an Elements of Fly Fishing 
for Trout Workshop on Saturday, January 12th, 2008, the Saturday before {ŜǎǇŜΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ 
which is the following Wednesday, the 16th.  In this Workshop, Dave will present four separate 
programs that will greatly help attendees become better fly fishers.  To learn how truly 
experienced, knowledgeable and talented Dave is, just review the write-up about him on the 
front page of this Mending the Line. 

The workshop will be held in Classroom B at the Westwood Recreation Center, 1350 
South Sepulveda Blvd, West Los Angeles, where WFF holds most of its fly tying sessions.  (The 
Westwood Rec Center is two blocks south of Wilshire Blvd and the Federal Building, and 
Sepulveda is half-a-block east of the 405-San Diego Freeway.)  The class will run from 9:30 am 
until 4:30 pm, with an hour (12:30 to 1:30) for lunch.  Attendees can either bring lunch or go 
out to purchase one.  The class is limited to 30 people from all the six area clubs on a first 
come, first served basis.  The first thirty people from the six clubs to get their money in will be 
registered and the cost is only $20 per person.  Send your check, made out to Wilderness Fly 
Fishers, to: WFF, P.O. Box 3358, Santa Monica, CA 90408-3358.    

Each of the four Programs will be approximately one hour, with some extra time set 
aside for questions and answers.  These Programs are: 
 

Reading Trout Water:  Learn to read water and find trout in creeks, streams and rivers, plus 

lakes and ponds.  The initial skill in trout fishing is learning to focus your fishing in water where 
trout hang out and to eliminate time wasted in fishing water where they do not. (This program 
is based on Dave's books Reading the Water and Trout Streams.) 
 

Selecting Trout Flies:  Learn how to select the right type of flyτdry, emerger, nymph, wet fly 

or streamerτfor the situation you're in:  the type of water you're fishing and the naturals, or 
lack of them, that trout might be taking.  (Based on Dave's books American Fly Tying Manual, 
Handbook of Hatches, Trout Flies and Essential Trout Flies.)   
 

Tactics for Trout:  Learn the most effective casts and methods to present dry flies, nymphs, 

wet flies, and streamers to trout on waters moving and still. (Based on Dave's books Taking 
Trout, Tackle & Technique, Tactics for Trout, Dry Fly Fishing, Nymph Fishing, Fly Fishing Basics, 
Trout From Small Streams and Wet Flies.)   
 

Casting Demonstration:  Covers appropriate tackle selection for all types of trout fishing.  

Demonstrates the parts of the basic casting stroke, variations on the basic cast, and 
presentation casts to apply the rigs and methods covered in the workshop Elements of Fly 
Fishing for Trout. This is not just a distance casting demonstration, rather a presentation of 
practical fishing casts that actually catch trout.  



Sespe Flyfishers Board of Directors 
 

PRESIDENT      
Paul Wilson      482-7443 
 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Dennis Harper: 650-1708 
 

SECRETARY  
Gary Bulla:      646-0286 
 

TREASURER  
Carl Rhoads:     644-0940 

 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Ulrich:     646-6496 
Frances Smith: 647-3522 
John Dugan:     646-6898 
 

Dennis Harper accepts Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Committee Chairmanship  

 

As reported last month, Dennis Harper has accepted Chairmanship of ƻǳǊ /ƭǳōΩǎ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ 
/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ /ƭǳōΩǎ ±ƛŎŜ-President.  Dennis possesses a long-time 
interest in conservation issues.  He is a member of the Executive Committee of the Tri-County  
FISH Team (Funding for Improved Salmonoid  Habitat)  The Tri-Counties are Ventura, Santa 
Barbara and San Luis Obispo.  He attends the steelhead and stream recovery workshops co-
sponsored by the DF&G, NOAA/NMFS and the FISH Team.  He has extensive knowledge of the 
conditions of local streams and the status of the remnant steelhead populations.  He is actively 
involved in the ongoing efforts to preserve and restore the steelhead population.  He also 
serves on the Freeman Diversion/Santa Clara River Biological Advisory Committee.  We look 
forward to suǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ 5ŜƴƴƛǎΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜƴŀΦ 
 

The following are two new recovery outlines for South-Central and Southern California steelhead.   

Recovery of Salmon & Steelhead in California and Southern Oregon 
 

FINAL 2007 Recovery Outline for the DPS of /South-Central California Coast Steelhead/ 091407  

*http://swr.nmfs.noaa.gov/recovery/FINAL%202007%20Recovery%20Outline%20for%20the%20DPS%20of

%20South-Central%20CA%20Coast%20Steelhead.pdf  

 

*FINAL 2007 Recovery Outline for the DPS of /Southern California Coast Steelhead/ 091407*  

http://swr.nmfs.noaa.gov/recovery/FINAL%202007%20Recovery%20Outline%20for%20the%20DPS%20of%

20Southern%20CA%20Coast%20Steelhead%20091407.pdf  

 

Salmon and Steelhead Recovery Homepage http://swr.nmfs.noaa.gov/recovery/index.htm 

  

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 

Conservation ï Dennis Harper   650-1708 
Membership - Chris & Frances May  984-1267 
Newsletter ïEarl Arnold:    701-1239 
Programs - Gary Bulla:    646-0286 
Raffles ï John Dugan:    646-6898 
Refreshments - Jeff Herford:   658-0829 
Outings - Jeff Hereford:    658-0829 
Web Site ïEarl Arnold:   701-1239 
Auction - Frances Smith:    647-3522 
Fly Tying -Bob Smith:    647-3522 
Trout In The Classroom - Bob Salas  640-7101 
 

http://swr.nmfs.noaa.gov/recovery/FINAL%202007%20Recovery%20Outline%20for%20the%20DPS%20of%20South-Central%20CA%20Coast%20Steelhead.pdf
http://swr.nmfs.noaa.gov/recovery/FINAL%202007%20Recovery%20Outline%20for%20the%20DPS%20of%20South-Central%20CA%20Coast%20Steelhead.pdf
http://swr.nmfs.noaa.gov/recovery/FINAL%202007%20Recovery%20Outline%20for%20the%20DPS%20of%20Southern%20CA%20Coast%20Steelhead%20091407.pdf
http://swr.nmfs.noaa.gov/recovery/FINAL%202007%20Recovery%20Outline%20for%20the%20DPS%20of%20Southern%20CA%20Coast%20Steelhead%20091407.pdf
http://swr.nmfs.noaa.gov/recovery/index.htm


 

 

FROM THE CONSERVATION CHAIRMAN 
Conservation Thoughts for Dec 2007 
Dennis Harper 

 

Invasive Species: 

 

As a corollary to Russ Baggerly’s recent articles in the Ventura Star regarding the spread of Quagga Mussels 

into California waters and the concern regarding contamination of Lake Casitas, another destructive invasive 

species is making steady encroachment into California waters; the New Zealand Mud Snail. 

The December 2007 issue of the California Fly Fisher pinpointed following infected waters: 

Bartlett Springs (Owens Lake) 

Calaveras River 

Hot Creek 

Las Virgenes Creek 

Malibu Creek 

Mokelumne River 

Napa River 

Owens River 

Piru Creek 

Pitaj South Canal 

Putah Creek 

Methods to sterilize waders and gear and awareness/communication regarding prevention of the spread of the 

NZ Mud Snails have not stopped their steady advance into new waters.  

If you fish in Oregon, please refer to the ODFW regulation book – large areas of Oregon waters are now 

infected. As are many other western states. Be careful not to transport invasives back to our state. 

The spread of foreign species and resultant contamination of our local waters is a real issue in our area. 

Everyone is urged to follow the guidelines and help prevent our fisheries from being significantly degraded or 

even destroyed. 

 

 

Sponsor of the Month 

 
 



 

Federation of Fly Fishers 

Member Ship Special 

Offer Ends Dec. 31. 
 
The Federation is offering new memberships through affiliated clubs at a Huge Discount. From now 
until December 31 you can join the federation for only $15.00! (Regularly $35.00) 
Each new membership helps to qualify the club for a free fly rod from the federation and reduces the 
amount of our affiliate dues. 
 Join Now! Sign up at the meeting. 
 
 
 

FROM THE OUTING CHAIRMAN 

 

The following is a proposal for the coming three months. 

Please review and offer any recommendations. 

We need your input! Do you have an Idea for an outing? Would you like to host an 

outing? I will be willing to assist in coordinating any trips that you have an interest in. 

In addition to announcing planned outings via the monthly newsletter I will be using e-

mail to communicate with members. Initially I will use the membership directory to create 

an e-mail group. If your e-mail address is not in the directory and you want to be included 

in the group, let me know and I will add you to the list. 
 

  A few months ago I received an e-mail from Richard French (rich@belizeflatsfishing.com) of 
Belize flats fishing announcing his 2008 Belize Bonefishing trips to Ambergris Caye. The dates 
he has available to fly clubs are as follows: 
Jan 26 ς Feb 2, 2 ς 9 Feb, 16 ς 23 Feb, 23 Feb ς 1 Mar, 1 ς 8 Mar and 8 -15 Mar. 
The price for a week (7 nights lodging and six days of guided fishing) is $1750 US per club 
member. Last Feb. Paul Wilson, Mark Whelan and myself attended and had a great time. 
Although I will not be able to attend next year I highly recommend this affordable trip. 
 
 January I plan on hosting our annual winter trip to the Lower Owens. Depending on weather 
and other variables plan on either the weekend of 12 or 26 Jan. Details to follow. 
  
    Jeff Hereford 

1227 Seafarer st 

Ventura Ca 93001 

805-658-0829 cell 805-701-4004 

jehmah@msn.com 

 

 
  

mailto:jehmah@msn.com


 

Fish of the Month 
By Ann Scarborough Bull, Ph.D. 

 

 
The California golden trout is native to two high-ŀƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘǎ ƛƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ǊǳƎƎŜŘ 
Sierra Nevada Mountains. It became the State Fish in 1947. Over 10,000 years ago, powerful 
geologic forces isolated the Kern River plateau waters and the fish living in them. They bred 
within this small, isolated territory into the Golden Trout. Upheavals and water erosion also 
created barriers to all but intrepid anglers. Years of stocking non-native trout species 
throughout most of the South Fork Kern River drainage and in the headwaters of Golden Trout 
Creek have reduced native California golden trout to a tenuous existence above a series of 
artificial fish passage barriers on the South Fork Kern. Conservation measures and no fewer 
than 15 chemical treatments of various portions of the South Fork Kern to remove non-native 
trout are improving the outlook. The color on this fish is as vibrant as any Christmas ornament. 
A delight to behold; finding, fishing, and caring for them requires effort, skill, and patience.  
 

California Golden Trout 
At the end of a high mountain route 

The fish we cannot do without 
It swims in the streams  
Like so many dreams 

IǘΩs the elegant Cal Golden Trout 

 
 

OUR AUCTION IS COMING! 
 

With Christmas coming and you are going through your fishing items and trying to decide what 
ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǊƛŘ ƻŦΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ CǊŀƴŎŜǎ ƻǊ .ƻō ŀ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛǘem or items to 
ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘΦ 
 
We really need your help in making this upcoming auction a success and give you the 
opportunity to assist the club in making money to further our goals. 
 
Simply call 647-3522 to donate.  

 



For Sale 

By Larry Tanouye - ltanouye@earthlink.net 

I've attached a picture of the flytying desk and hackle cabinet from the web site.  I purchased the desk 

for $299.99 and cabinet for $199.99.  If I can get half on each, I'd be happy; i.e. 150 and 100 =  $250.  
Hope there ar e takers.  The items have not been used; so much for keeping up the flytying. Right now, 
these items are up at my Minden home.  
I intend to bring them  down on my next trip up there.  We go up pretty much every other week.   

 

  

Fully enclosed design  
Fits  under the Work Station if the drawer is removed.  

Drawer pulls with matching accent pieces  
Drawer depth accommodates a  

Whiting neck or cape in original packaging  
Four, 12.5ò x 17ò x 2.75ò Drawers  
Two, 12.5ò x 17 ñ x 4.75ò Drawers 

Four Castors  
All drawers  have label brackets  

Overall Dimensions  
26.5ò High x 15.5ò wide x 20.5ò deep 

Retail Price $199.95 
Shipping & Handling:  

Free Shipping to Continental United States  
Alaska: $45.00 ð Hawaii: $65.00  

 

 

Construction Features 

The desk is rigidly mounted on a platform of sturdy, powder -coated steel tubing.. Wood parts 
are cabinet -grade MDF (medium density fiber) with a durable laminated surface, resistant to 
glue, epoxy, thinner and other assorted chemicals that a fly tier frequently needs.  

Go to this site for more info 

http://www.made2fly.com/Products/107-desk-demo/product-features-menu.html 

 

 

  

  



Long Beach Casting Club Damaged by Fire 
This is not a happy time in the fly fishing world. The fire at LBCC's club house is a major loss to the 
community and fly fishing.The structure can be rebuilt, the loss of the contents cannot. I am working 
with the club on the reconstruction team, and asking all clubs and councils to help out. Please contact 
me if you or any of your members wish to help out. 
  

Greg   gregstumpf@roadrunner.com 

December 3, 2007 

  

The Long Beach Casting Club was severely damaged Sunday afternoon by a fire that seems to have started in the 
southwest corner of the building, near the fireplace.  The cause and origin of the fire is still unknown and is under 
investigation.  

Editors note; 

Greg Stumpf is the current president of the South West Council of the Federation of Fly Fishers  

  

 

 

  

mailto:gregstumpf@roadrunner.com


 

 

 

  
Sespe Fly Fishers Membership Renewal 

 

Dear Flyfisher, 

Welcome to new members and renewing members alike!  Your membership dues enable the Sespe Fly Fishers 

to continue to provide quality programs, outings, seminars, and to participate in conservation efforts. 

In other words, WE NEED YOU! 

 

Please complete this application and return it along with your membership dues today to the following address: 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 

P.O. Box 5127 

Ventura, CA  93005 

 

Your support is appreciated. 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Please include names of Family Members that may participle in club functions:  

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

HOME PHONE: ______________________________________________________ 

WORK PHONE: ________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

Please indicate if you are a member of the  Federation of  Fly Fishers (FFF)  

  Yes     No 

Annual Family Membership Dues (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31) 

 

Residence 

 

Age 

 

New Member 

Renewing 

Member 

 

Ventura & S.B. Counties 16 and over $41 $35 $____________ 

Other Locations 16 and over $18 $12 $____________ 

Any Under 16 $18 $12 $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to the Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Fund          $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to “Trout in the classroom”                                    $____________ 

GRAND TOTAL $____________ 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris or Fran May at (805) 984-1267 or chrismay5@msn.com. 

 

mailto:chrismay5@msn.com?subject=sespe%20renewal


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 
P.O. Box 5127 
Ventura, CA 93005 
 

 

  

 


