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 Sespe Fly Fishers 

MEETING  

December 17, 2008 

TIME:  6:30 p.m. 

PLACE: Senior Rec. 
Center 

Santa Clara and 
Oak, Ventura 

 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

January  Meeting  

Kevin Peterson   

“Fishing the Eastern 

Sierra” 

 

Wednesday January  

14
th

,  2008 

7PM 

BOARD MEETING  

   December 15th, at 

Carrow’s Restaurant, 

Seaward and Harbor, 

Ventura 

Outings 

See inside for details! 

 

Happy 
 

Holidays 
 
 
 

See you at the Holiday Party 
on the 17th of December 

Paul 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Presidentôs Message           December 2008 

 

Program  
 

Christmas 
Party 

ñBring Back 
Last Yearôs 

White 
Elephantò 

 

 

http://www.sespeflyfishers.org/


 

Sespe Flyfishers Board of Directors 
 

PRESIDENT      
Paul Wilson      482-7443 
 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Dennis Harper: 650-1708 
 

SECRETARY  
Gary Bulla:      933-1367 
 

TREASURER  
Carl Rhoads:     644-0940 

 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Ulrich:     646-6496 
Frances Smith: 647-3522 
John Dugan:     646-6898 
 

2009 Speaker Schedule  
January     Kevin Peterson   ñFishing the Eastern Sierraò 
February     David Taylor         ñThe Joy of Fishing Alaskaò 

March      Open 
April       Stan Bradshaw  ñSaving Trout, One State at a Timeò 
May      Guy Jeans  ñThe Kern Riverò 
June      David Lambroughton  ñEndless Summersò  
July      Ken Hanley  ñFly Fishing for Bassò 
August     Open 
September     Open 
October     Trapper Badovinac ñSolitude ï Finding & Fishing Small Western Streamsò 
November      Skip Morris  ñFishing the Surface of a Trout Lakeò 
*Speakers and programs subject to change without notice. Check the news letter each month.  

 

From Our Fly Tying Chairman 

Bob Smith 

Our Fly Tying sessions will take this month off for the Holidays. We will return in January with our 
world renowned teacher Bill Blackstone, who will continue to astound us with his vast knowledge of 
everything about dressing a hook. 
 
Our session for January will be on the 26th (4th Monday), 7:00 to 9:00 PM, and as usual, at the 
Brooks Instituteôs Ventura campus, 5301 N. Ventura Avenue (Rt. 33 to Canada Larga off ramp), in the 
Conference Room.   
 
 

 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 

Conservation ï Dennis Harper   650-1708 
Membership - Chris & Frances May  984-1267 
Newsletter ïEarl Arnold:    701-1239 
Programs - Gary Bulla:    933-1367 
Raffles ï John Dugan:    646-6898 
Refreshments - Jeff Herford:   658-0829 
Outings - Jeff Hereford:    658-0829 
Web Site ïEarl Arnold:   701-1239 
Auction - Frances Smith:    647-3522 
Fly Tying -Bob Smith:    647-3522 
Trout In The Classroom ï Kent Houston  649-4716 

 



Sespe Fly Fishers     

HOLIDAY PARTY 
Potluck, Fish Tales, and Photos 

 
Date  Wednesday December 17, 2008 
Place  Senior Recreation Center 

Time  6:30 pm 

Who  All members and spouses/friends 
 

Wear your holiday smiles and let everyone enjoy photos of your latest fishing 

adventures. 
     

The Club will provide the turkey, cranberry sauces, soft drinks, 

bottled water, tea, coffee and decaf. 

 

What to Bring 

 

 

 

                              A “white elephant” gift for a gift exchange after dinner 

and 

If your last name begins with… 

A – D  bring Appetizer for 10 people 

E – O  bring Salad for 10 people 

P – Z   bring Dessert for 10 people 
 

RSVP by December 8, 2008 to Ann Bull via e-mail at  

ann.bull@mms.gov (preferred) 
      or, if you must, call 

       805-389-7855   

                                                                                                          

 

mailto:ann.bull@mms.gov


 
Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Notes, Dec 2008 
Sespe River Angler Survey Box 
The Sespe Board has approved participation with the Heritage and Wild Trout Program of the 
California Dept of Fish and Game in replacing the Sespe River Angler Survey Box (ASB) that was 
washed out at the trailhead at Lyons Campsite. We will participate in the installation and then 
collecting and replenishing the survey forms once the ASB is installed. Once/month collection should 
be adequate. We will need volunteers to help with this project. 
Santa Clara River Steelhead Restoration Actions 

¶ United Water Conservation Districtôs response to the NMFS Biological Opinion 
regarding the need to modify the Vern Freeman Diversion has been to form a study 
team and essentially delay action. It seems that Cal Troutôs threatened suit will be 
required to force timely action. 

¶ NMFSC Fisheries Ecology Division researchers have published a paper demonstrating 
that steelhead/rainbow trout in 5 large river systems above and below dams are 
descended from coastal steelhead lineage fish trapped above the dams by construction. 
Although millions of hatchery trout were released into these waters, the study failed to 
detect substantial reproduction of these hatchery fish.  The study effectively contradicts 
United Waterôs claims that the existing fish are not steelhead. The study is online at: 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10592-008-9712-0 

¶ Southern California Steelhead Recovery Planning: Last week Chris Yates, NMFS gave 
a presentation on the status of the Recovery Plan. Current schedule calls for a second 
round of reviews with the final plan completed in the May to early summer time frame.  

Californiaôs Native Fish Crisis  

CalTrout has announced the release of óSOS: Californiaôs Native Fish Crisisô by Dr. Peter Moyle. 
CalTrout commissioned the report, which analyzes the status of all 32 native salmonid species ï from 
coastal cutthroat to golden trout. Most of our native salmon, steelhead and trout species face 
extinction by the end of the century. The report makes a strong case for conservation efforts to 
protect and restore our fisheries. As Cal Trout states ñBrace yourself, look up your favorite fish and be 
prepared to helpò. 
The report is online at: www.caltrout.org   -- Itôs posted on the front page of current newsletter. 
Mt Whitney Hatchery 

Last July 12, 2008 the hatchery was mostly destroyed by a massive mudslide. This historical facility 
was built in 1916 and has been a key feature in the DFG fishery programs. The most recent report is 
that the facility will remain closed until further studies are completed. The hatchery is located on an 
alluvial fan or natural mud flow out of the Sierra and is prone to such events. Due to the large 
amounts of loose sediment still in large stretches of the creeks it is considered an unsafe area. The 
nearby Black Rock Hatchery is operational and will support the Eastern Sierra stocking program as 
permitted by the new court orders. 
DFG Fish Hatchery Program Subject to EIR/EIS: Stocking Program Significantly Changed 

The Sacramento Superior Court has ordered that the stocking program as presently managed did not 
comply with the California Environmental Quality Act. In July 2007, DFG was ordered to comply with 
the act. On Nov 21, 2008 the Sacramento Superior Court judge signed an order to stock more waters 
than would have been allowed under the tentative ruling. Stocking non-native fish is now has a broad 
prohibition. Stocking of native fish into native waters is not addressed by this order. 
The details can be found on the DFG News Release:  http:// 
www.dfg.ca.gov/news/news08/08131.html  
At the top right of the page you will find a box that lists óBodies of waters that will be stocked by DFG 
11/24/2008 ï 1/1/2010. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10592-008-9712-0
http://www.caltrout.org/
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/news/news08/08131.html


 

2009 Angler of the Year 

TEXT BY PAUL BRUUN 

 
TOM MONTGOMERY/COURTESTY PATAGONIA 

The laughter, resonant with enthusiasm, is penetrating...even from across the river. The man is having a good time but who doesnôt 

when theyôre catching fish? Itôs obvious from a glance at this behavior that size is unimportant: Nine -inchers elicit the same commotion 

as do fish twice that length. These trout are special in another way. Theyôre rising in a run beside an island in Grand Teton National Park 

(GTNP), where more than 30 years ago the man taught his own son and daughter to fish with a fly rod and a tiny piece of worm. 

Jackson Hole and GTNP, where he first spent summers starting in 1956, are still the home-water places of Yvon Chouinard, despite his 

meteoric evolution from climber, blacksmith, surfer, author and adventurer to Patagonia founder, world traveler, reluctant 

businessman, philanthropist and outspoken champion of the environment.  

Yvon Chouinardôs parents didnôt emphasize fishing but his older brother, Jeff, did. First they chased brook trout in the tiny creeks, and 

later pickerel and bass in the cozy ponds, of Maine. After the family migrated to California, and before most kids were allowed even to 

play across the street, Yvon was bicycling 10 miles to Toluca Lake, hiding in the bushes like a commando and catching bass on wooden 

plugs he carved himself. In school he liked baseball but got so nervous that he always clutched in the games. He says he was a geek, an 

outdoor loner who frequently ran away from home.  

Editors Note: This is an excerpt from 
an article in the January addition of Fly 
Rod and Reel Magazine. To read the 
whole article you have to get a copy. 
 
Yvon has been a member of the SFF 
for as long as I can remember and his 
donations of Patagonia products have 
played a major role in supporting our 

organization. 



An interest in falconry required climbing cliffs to capture young birds and when the climbing itself became his event, he eventually 

began packing a spinning rod along. Simple reasoning: trout could supplement a delicacy-filled diet of ground squirrels, p orcupines and 

mountain grouse he climbed trees to thump with an ice axe. On his first trip to scale Wyomingôs highest point, Gannett Peak, Yvonôs 

spinners cast in the upper Green River and other Wind River Range tributaries landed many fresh dinners. 

In th e 1950s, Chouinard and his unruly climbing pals lived at Guides Hill, a former CCC camp near the shore of Jenny Lake, between 

Jackson and Yellowstone National Park. A rehabbed old incinerator became his first Jackson Hole summer home. The guy never owned 

a tent until he was 40 but was expert at stuffing a leaky old Army down sleeping bag into caves, cracks in talus slopes and under alpine 

firs. Near the incinerator/bunkhouse, Yvon first noticed climbing pioneer Glen Exum teaching his son, Ed, to fly cast. G len invited Yvon 

over and included him in the class. 

ñ 

Glen was a wonderful dry-fly fisherman but because I hung around with a Pennsylvania guy named Joe Faint who fished wets, I traded 

climbing stuff for his wet flies,ò Yvon recalls. At about 17 or 18 he and his yellow combination pack rod graduated from wet -fly to nymph 

fishing.  

Association with Mike Borgo facilitated the changeover. Borgo had been climbing and fishing in Colorado, where he studied the 

rudiments of the soon-to-tame-the-West outrigger method from Aspen nymphing pioneer Chuck Fothergill. Chouinard stayed with 

nymphing for several years but eventually discovered that the practice wasnôt efficient for Snake River cutthroat, a species that likes to 

chase its prey. 

ñIôm not a perfectionist,ò Chouinard explains as he assembles a new dropper/soft hackle leader arrangement. ñIôm serial obsessiveéa 

seventy-five percenter. I get bored with doing the same thing. So I isolate one thing, study and improve on it until I feel good about it, 

and then move on. 



ñIôm doing the same thing with fishing that I did with climbing. I started with jam cracks then moved on to the big walls. From there I 

became totally interested in ice and then finally the Himalayan adventures but I set a 24,000 -foot altitude limit.ò 

So he continued dredging with nymphs until the challenge of dandruff -sipping cutthroats in his favorite spring -creek system forced him 

ñto graduate to dry flies,ò Chouinard says. 

ñWhen those cutthroat got on one (Pale Morning Dun) stage, I learned lots more about selective trout from that...emergers, cripples, 

spinners and tricos. I call that my Cinnamon Ant Period!ò he says, joking. ñThe last few years I have been into soft hackles. Sylvester 

Nemes has been a great influence. Iôm going backwards, relaxing and learning thereôs a lot more to soft hackles than most people think, 

especially in heavy water.ò 

Still the loner, the runaway, Chouinardôs style emerges repeatedly when he and his fly rod, a small pack with some fruit and snacks and 

a lightweight vest with his always-evolving soft hackles and baby streamers stroll and wade five or six miles along the Snake River in an 

afternoon. 

Whether itôs creating new fly patterns, forging pitons, brining and wood-smoking whitefish fillets, sewing the first waterproof  cover for 

that leaky Army bag or championing synthetic clothing to the outdoor market, Chouinard continually seeks new and better ways.  His 

late brother Jeff once said he was shocked when their parents loaned Yvon several hundred dollars to buy a forge to create stronger 

pitons. Jeff said: ñI thought,óWhat kind of a business is a forge, for Godôs sake?ôò 

The world eventually learned about the forge Yvon carried in the trunk of his beater Chevrolet and how he introduced double-tough 

American-made climbing protection. More important, from that same blacksmithing smoke materialized the Ventura -based Great 

Pacific Iron Works and a man whose business vision would become as sharp as the recreational skills he continually honed. 

By the early 1980s, Chouinardôs climbing hardware company was paired with a fast-growing rugged outdoor clothing and gear purveyor 

simply called Patagonia. The only hint to the existence of this tiny office in Ventura, California, was a small ñFriends Of The Ventura 

Riverò sign. 

ñI saw Mark Capelli at a City Council meeting one night when all kinds of paid biologists endorsed plans to channelize the river. One 

guy, Mark Capelli of Friends of the Ventura River, stood up and argued brilliantly against the project because of the damage it would do 

to wildlife and especially the tiny remaining native steelhead population. The power to protect was totally amazing!ò Yvon remembers. 

ñThatôs when I learned the value of one person and became involved with environmental activism. It was a short step from there to what 

we called corporate tithing. That started out with giving 10 percent of our profits ðbefore taxesðand then 20 years ago we decided to get 

more serious. If we didnôt make a profit, the problems donôt go away,ò he reasons. ñWe switched to a one percentòðcurrently $3 



million ðñof sales figureòðcurrently $300 million ðñand tax ourselves whether we make a profit or not. We were serious and threw 

down the gauntlet to other businesses.ò The Patagonia founder originally encouraged (and guilted) 80 or 90 other companies beginning 

with REI and North Face into a corporate -conservation alliance. 

 

Chouinard is a modest consumer, choosing to wheel about in creaky cars exuding Bondo and appearing at functions or on trips wearing 

older but familiar clothin g while his friends and hosts usually sport the latest Patagonia duds. Heôs a fastidious fly tier who relentlessly 

prowls fly -shop shelves for the latest quality materials. During several West Yellowstone hackle hunts, Yvon became friendly with 

extreme bugmeister and Blue Ribbon Flies founder Craig Mathews, who was similarly donating between one and two percent of his 

profits to environmental causes. 

ñWe give to about 400 different groups every year,ò Yvon says proudly of the latest 1% For The Planet organization he and Mathews 

shaped and is now moving up on a thousand members. ñWe especially look for radical organizations that canôt get funding from 

elsewhere.ò    

The rest of the article is in the January/February edition of Fly Rod and Reel 
 

As Always 

Our Favorite Sponsor 
 

 

 

  
 



For Sale REDUCED PRICE! 

Great rod used once, $175  Contact; Ann Bull  (504)-231-5188  Ann.bull@mms.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 A message from Eric Rangel owner of òThe Artful Angleró 
"Stop in and check out our fall clearance. Also take advantage of our óAnglerôs Gift Registryô 

come in, fill it out, and let you family know where to get what you want for Christmas!ò 

 

  

 

FR1177-
2 
Length: 
9'9" 
Line: 7 
Pieces: 
2 

A summer steelhead and light duty salmon rod. With a powerful 
multi-taper tip, it handles weighted flies with ease, and is 
wonderful for making consistent long distance casts. The 2-
piece design is very lightweight, and serves well for your home 
water rod. 

 
Model  Color  Line Weight  Power  Taper  Handle  Item#  MSRP   

 

GL3  7 Med-Stiff Med-Fast 53 10084-01 $320.00   

 

53  
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Sespe Fly Fishers Membership Renewal 
 

Dear Flyfisher, 

Welcome to new members and renewing members alike!  Your membership dues enable the Sespe Fly Fishers 

to continue to provide quality programs, outings, seminars, and to participate in conservation efforts. 

In other words, WE NEED YOU! 

 

Please complete this application and return it along with your membership dues today to the following address: 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 

P.O. Box 5127 

Ventura, CA  93005 

 

Your support is appreciated. 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Please include names of Family Members that may participle in club functions:  

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

HOME PHONE: ______________________________________________________ 

WORK PHONE: ________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

Please indicate if you are a member of the  Federation of  Fly Fishers (FFF)  

  Yes     No 

Annual Family Membership Dues (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31) 

 

Residence 

 

Age 

 

New Member 

Renewing 

Member 

 

Ventura & S.B. Counties 16 and over $41 $35 $____________ 

Other Locations 16 and over $18 $12 $____________ 

Any Under 16 $18 $12 $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to the Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Fund          $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to “Trout in the classroom”                                    $____________ 

GRAND TOTAL $____________ 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris or Fran May at (805) 984-1267 or chrismay5@msn.com. 

 

 

mailto:chrismay5@msn.com?subject=sespe%20renewal


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 
P.O. Box 5127 
Ventura, CA 93005 
 

 

  

 


