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 Sespe Fly Fishers 

MEETING  

February 20, 2008 

TIME:  7:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Senior Rec. 
Center  

Santa Clara and 
Oak,  Ventura  

 

UPCOMING   EVENTS 

MARCH 

AUCTION!  

OUR ANNUAL FUND 

RAISER 

March 19th,    2008    

7:00 PM Senior Rec. 

Center. Oak and Santa 

Clara, Ventura 

BOARD MEETING 

Feb.17th, at Carrowôs 

Restaurant, Seaward 

and Harbor, Ventura 

Fly Tying 

On the 4th Monday of 

the month at Brooks 

 Details inside 

 

If you missed the January club meeting, you missed an excellent 

treatise from Dave Hughes on dry fly patterns for various insects in different 

types of water.  Dave gave us a great way to simplify our dry fly boxes by 

having one pattern for each type of insect, using about four colors in a 

limited number of sizes.  You can expand your arsenal by having different 

patterns for different types of water, (rough, to smooth and everything in-

between), but one pattern for each type of insect will do.  I am a great fan of 

those who simplify the mystique associated with fly fishing.  I think our 

sport suffers needlessly when ñexpertsò lead us to believe that fly fishing is 

a lot more difficult and mysterious than it really is.  Of course, fishing of 

any type requires a body of knowledge and skill and fishing with flies is no 

exception.  And, like any sport or hobby, there are seemingly infinite lengths 

one can explore is one is so inclined, but ñsimpleò works too.  Sure, there 

are times when fish are selective and want only one pattern, size, color with 

various accessories, but those times are the exception rather than the rule.  

My plea to the experts is to keep it simple in the beginning, and then we can 

chart our own course as to how deep we want to wade.  Fortunately, we 

have people like Dave, Gary Borger and Lefty Kreh to keep reminding us 

that fly fishing doesnôt have to be complicated.  By stating this, you can see 

I am simple minded. 

 

It was great to see Drew Madrigal at the January meeting.  Drew had 

to forgo fishing for a couple of years because of health considerations, but 

he is ready to go now.  Drew has written many ñhow toò articles for our 

newsletter and I am looking forward to his sharing of his extensive 

knowledge with us again. Drew is a great fly tier, ask Jeff Hereford.  Jeff 

has one of Drewôs flies that bass wonôt leave alone.  It is really ratty looking 

after a long and successful career, but works better than ever.  (the fly, not 

Jeff) 

Just a reminder, the annual auction is coming up on our March club 

meeting date.  Our intrepid team of auctioneers, Bill and Bill, (Blackstone 

and Ulrich) will again preside and entertain us.  Circle the date on your 

calendar and bring cash, checks or credit cards.  There is going to be a lot of 

really good stuff for sale. 

 

Hope you liked the ñfive minute sprintò we introduced at the January 

meeting.  John Dugan gave us the idea in which a member takes five 

minutes maximum to share a bit of knowledge about fly fishing.  Jeff likes 

Echo reels for the surf.  Get ready for your five minutes of fame, you may 

be next.   

Paul 

 

 

Presidentôs Message           February  2008  

 

 

Program  

 

Dave Ames 

 

ñEinsteinôs 

Trout- A Look 

at How Fish 

Thinkò  

 

http://www.sespeflyfishers.org/


 

SPEAKER OF THE MONTH  
 

 Dave Ames   
òEinsteinõs Trout - A look at How Fish Thinkó 
http://www.lodgepolepress.com  

 
 
Dave Ames, over the past fifteen years, has averaged perhaps 150 days of fly fishing each year as an 

outfitter and guide. He lives in Montana, spending much of his time in pursu it of trout and grayling. He 
has written for the "Chicago Tribune," the "Cleveland Plain Dealer," "Sports Afield, Fin and Feather, "and 
"Montana "magazine. He has also authored the fly - fishing cult classic, "True Love and the Woolly Bugger." 
He lives in He lena, Montana.  

Einsteinôs Trout: A Look at how fish think 

After you catch a big brown, how long will that trout remember 
before heôll bite again? Are trout selective to sound as well as 
sight? Fish sense a whole different world in a whole different way 
than do humans, and it affects how trout think. This show is a look 
at the mind and extraordinary senses of the trout, and what it 

means to the fly - fisherman hoping to catch more fish.  

This show is the dos  and donôts of catching more trout, the 
common mistakes even experts make; all presented from the point 
of view of the fish. Includes sections on dries, nymphs, and 
streamers; twenty five years of guide tricks, what works and why. 
Learn how trout hear, smell, taste, see, and feel; how trout think; 

how they remember; hoping to answer once and for all whether the fish are smarter than the fishermen , 
or if they just seem like it.  

 

 

2008 Speaker Schedule 

March      Annual Auction  ñBring your credit cardò 
April      Brian and Judith OôKeefe  ñWhy We Love Troutò  
May      John Tavenner  ñThe Spectacular San Juanò 
June      Diana Rudolph  ñFlyfishing Islamorada: Past and Presentò 
July      Zane Mirfin   ñFlyfishing New Zealandò 

August     Open 
September        Open 
October     Rick Hafele   ñDebugging Entomologyò 
November     Rick E. Martin  ñHow to Improve your Photographyò 

December      Open 
 
*Speakers and programs subject to change without notice. Check the news letter each month.  

 

 
 

 

Old Smart Brown Trout  

 

http://www.lodgepolepress.com/


AUCTION! AUCTION! AUCTION! 
Sespe Flyfishers Annual Auction 

March 19, 2008, 6:00 P.M. 

(Regular Meeting Night) 
 

Our main fund-raising event of the year is just around the corner.  It is your chance to obtain a 
much desired fly fishing item and support your club at the same time.  The proceeds from the 
auction represent about half of our annual income.  The money we get from our annual 
auction, and from our dues, is what allows us to present the programs that we all enjoy so 
ƳǳŎƘΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΧōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΧŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŜŎƪōƻƻƪ ƻǊ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘΗ 
 
We need donations of all types.  Donating an item(s) is an opportunity for you to support your 
club in a way that does not require the commitment of time that many of us are not able to 
give.  Extra gear? Services? Flies? Jewelry? Etc? What have you got? 
 
There will be a few changes on how we to do some things this year so watch for further 
notices in this issue of our newsletter. 
 
Please note that Bob and I will not be home from January 9th to about February 9th.  If you 
have any item(s) to donate call Frances @ 647-3522 after February 9th. 
 
SEE YOU AT THE AUCTION ON MARCH 19TH. 
 

NOTICE SESPE FLYFISHERS 

If you would like to purchase for the auction any of the following please see Frances or email or 

snail mail by February 12, 2008.  Contact Frances Smith at rfsmith@jetlink.net, or by snail 

mail: 8995 Denver Street, Ventura, CA 93004, no later than Feb.12
th
.  Since the Smith's will be 

out of town for a period of time. No phone calls please. 

  

  
Bauer - Premium Fly Reels, Inc.  

             40% off retail* 

             Plus $15 per reel shipping fee 
 

 

The Waterworks/Lamson Reels and Spools: 
              

 Waterworks ULA Reels 

      Force Series Reels 

              Lamson Litespeed: Hard Alox 
              Lamson Velocity:  Hard Alox 

              Lamson Radius 

              Lamson Konic 
              Plus shipping $8 then .50cents per line* 

  

              

  
RaJeff Sports L.L.C. 

Simms:  G3 Guide Stocking foots 
              RiverTek Stocking foots 

              L2 Stocking foots 

      Plus $10.00 UPS ground fee*  

  

Outcast Sporting Gear 

             Boats and Accessories 

             Plus shipping (will be quoted from Company)* 

  

RaJeff Sports L.L.C. 

             Airflo lines 

             Echo and Echo2 products 

             Plus shipping $12.00* 

  

*Does not include the Club's fee 

  

 

mailto:rfsmith@jetlink.net


SESPE FLYFISHERS ς SILENT AND LIVE AUCTION RULES 
 
 

General Information 
 
These rules apply to both the Silent and Live Auctions.  When you check in, be sure to pick up 
your auction Bidder Number.  You will need it for both auctions. 
 
Terms of Sale 
 
General auction rules will prevail. 
!ƭƭ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƭŘ άŀǎ ƛǎέΦ 
All sales are final. 
All prices or values are rounded to the nearest dollar. 
 
Payment Procedure 
 
All Silent Auction and Live Auction bids must be paid the day of the Event, or that        bid is 
void and the next-highest bidder will be the winner. 
Payment may be made by cash, personal check, or Visa/MasterCard (add 3% to total) 
 
Silent Auction Procedure 
 
The Silent Auction will begin at 6:00 PM. 
All Silent Auction items will be displayed and the tables closed at any time. 
Each item has a minimum price and a minimum bid increase.  Bids for less than the minimum 
price, or increases for less than the minimum increase, are void. 
Please clearly print your Bidder Number on the bid sheets. 
You will receive an approximate 10 minute warning, and will announce the close of a certain 
table, which are marked. 
Silent Auction bid amounts are NOT refundable.  
 
Live Auction Procedure 
 
The Live Auction will begin about 8:15 PM. 
 
After the Auction 
 
Please pay the cashier for your Silent and Live Auction Items and then go to claim your items. 
Please check with the person releasing the Live Auction items before taking your purchased 
item. 
   



FLY TYING WITH BILL BLACKSTONE 
MICKEY FINN 

This is a pattern that can be used for Trout Salmon or Steelhead. It is a great fly for murky water in 
winter fishing conditions or cloudy sky days. 
 
When you read the dressing of this fly, the wing calls for ñyellow over red over yellowò. This confuses 
most tiers immediately, but what they mean is donôt mix the hairs. The two bands of yellow sandwich 
the red in the middle of the wing. You place equal pinches of yellow, red, and then yellow buck tail in 
a stacked wing, one pinch over the other. This makes a yellow wing with a red stripe down the center. 
 
MATERIALS: 

Hook-   Mustad 38941 Size 4-12 
Thread-  Black 
Ribbing- Oval Silver Tinsel 
Body-  Flat Silver Tinsel/ Mylar 
Wing-   Bucktail stacked yellow over red over yellow. 
 
INSRUCTIONS:  

1. Wrap the hook from the head space to the bend with an even coat of thread and coat with 
head cement. 

2. Tie in oval ribbing. Leave tag end of ribbing long enough to reach from the bend to the 
head/wing space. Wrap thread from bend to head space Keep the rib material flat and straight 
on top of the hook. This will keep the body even and a uniform thickness. 

3. Tie in body tinsel at the wing/head space and wrap the tinsel down to the bend and back up to 
the head space and tie off with half hitch. 

4. Wrap the ribbing forward palmering the rib in 5-7 equally spaced wraps and tie off. (Editors 
note; if you were using real tinsel now would be the time to lacquer the body to keep it from 
tarnishing. Now we have Mylar so go to step 5) 

5. Tie in a small pinch of yellow Bucktail directly on top of the hook so that the hair lies on top of 
the hook about ½ a shank length past the bend. 

6. Repeat step 5 with a small pinch of red Bucktail and again with a pinch of yellow. The wing 
should lie upright with equal tip lengths, a yellow wing with a stripe of red down the center. 

7. Tie off and form a neat head. Although this alters the original pattern, I prefer to over size the 
head of this fly followed by a black lacquer finish, a white round eye and a black pupil. 

   

From the Fly Tying Chairman, Bob Smith 

Our Fly Tying sessions will continue this month with Bill Blackstone keeping us on the straight and 
narrow path toward tying perfection and a box full of great flies for all occasions.  Bill says the flies we 
will be tying are going to be getting bigger so bring your tools, breadboard and such and weôll see you 
there.  
Our next session will be on Monday February 25th (4th Monday), 7:00 to 9:00 PM, and as usual, at the 
Brooks Instituteôs Ventura campus, 5301 N. Ventura Avenue (Rt. 33 to CanӉada Larga off ramp), in the 
Conference Room.   
 
Fly Tying Dates for the coming season:  
All dates are the 4th Monday, 7:00 ï 9:00 PM, Brooks Instituteôs Ventura Campus Conference Room, 
5301 N. Ventura Avenue (Rt. 33 to CanӉada Larga off ramp).   
2008 - February 25, March 24, April 28, May 26.  

 



Sespe Flyfishers Board of Directors 
 

PRESIDENT      
Paul Wilson      482-7443 
 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Dennis Harper: 650-1708 
 

SECRETARY  
Gary Bulla:      646-0286 
 

TREASURER  
Carl Rhoads:     644-0940 

 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Ulrich:     646-6496 
Frances Smith: 647-3522 
John Dugan:     646-6898 
 
 

Federation of Fly Fishers Member ship Special 
 
The Federation is offering new memberships through affiliated clubs at a Huge Discount. From now 
until April 30 you can join the federation for only $15.00! (Regularly $35.00) 

Each new membership helps to qualify the club for a free fly rod from the federation and reduces the 
amount of our affiliate dues. 
 Join Now! Sign up at the meeting. 
 

FROM THE OUTING CHAIRMAN 

We need your input! Do you have an Idea for an outing? Would you like to host an 

outing? I will be willing to assist in coordinating any trips that you have an interest in. 

In addition to announcing planned outings via the monthly newsletter I will be using e-
mail to communicate with members. Initially I will use the membership directory to 
create an e-mail group. If your e-mail address is not in the directory and you want to be 
included in the group, let me know and I will add you to the list. 

LAST SATURDAYS SURF OUTING  WAS FUN!  

 

 
 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 

Conservation ï Dennis Harper   650-1708 
Membership - Chris & Frances May  984-1267 
Newsletter ïEarl Arnold:    701-1239 
Programs - Gary Bulla:    646-0286 
Raffles ï John Dugan:    646-6898 
Refreshments - Jeff Herford:   658-0829 
Outings - Jeff Hereford:    658-0829 
Web Site ïEarl Arnold:   701-1239 
Auction - Frances Smith:    647-3522 
Fly Tying -Bob Smith:    647-3522 
Trout In The Classroom - Bob Salas  640-7101 
 



 

OUTINGS PLANNED FOR THE REMAINING OF THE YEAR 

Through the end of this summer I plan on hosting one surf outing per month. Plan on meeting 
at the Artful Angler, Santa Clause Lane, 805-566-5900. In addition to surf fishing equipment 
Eric has loaner rods for those members that would like to give surf fishing a try. 
 
Feb I plan on hosting two outings, one surf outing on 23 Feb and another 
trip to the Lower Owens on the 29th.  
On the 23rd there is a low tide at 4:15 a.m. and high tide at 10:11. I will be doing some 
reconnaissance early a.m. plan on meeting at the Artful Angler, Santa Clause Lane at 8:00a.m.  
 
Weather permitting I plan on leaving for the Lower Owens on Friday and staying at 
the El Rancho. I will send out a reminder the middle of the month. 
 
March I plan on hosting a surf outing 8 Mar and another outing to the Lower 
Owens if flow rates remain low on the 15th. Details to follow. 
 
April Other than a surf outing on the 19th, no other outings are planned. 
 
    Jeff Hereford 

1227 Seafarer St. 

Ventura Ca 93001 

805-658-0829 cell 805-701-4004 

jehmah@msn.com 

 

Bishop Outing Report  

Ann, Earl, Jeff, and Bruce all braved the bad weather and went on the Bishop outing Jan 25th-27th.  As it turned 
out the weather in Bishop was nicer than the weather in Ventura! The wind was a bit of a challenge at times 
but challenge is what makes this a great sport. We met up with Joe and Cassie Zucco, club members who 
moved to Bishop 18 months ago, and after breakfast Joe took us to his secret spot where beautiful little brown 
trout abound. Everyone had a great time. The hot fly was a silver zebra midge # 18-20.  

  

 

mailto:jehmah@msn.com


 

Fish of the Month 
By Ann Scarborough Bull, Ph.D. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Arctic Grayling (Thymallus arcticus) The Arctic grayling is an elegant cousin of the trout. With its sail-
like dorsal fin dotted with large iridescent red or purple spots, the grayling is one of the most unusual 
and beautiful fish of Alaska, Northern Canada, and a few places in Montana. Lewis and Clark made 
note of these "new kind of white or silvery trout" in 1805. Grayling have evolved many strategies to 
meet the needs of life in what are often harsh and uncertain environments. Their tolerance of low 
dissolved oxygen levels allows grayling to survive long winters in icy water areas where many other 
salmonids would die. Like salmon, grayling faithfully return every year to the same spawning and 
feeding areas. Grayling spawn for the first time at an age of 4 or 5 years and a length of about 11 to 
12 inches. They are great fun on light tackle and pretty much suckers for dry flies. In Alaska during a 
late summer midge hatch, thousands of grayling will school up and feed non-stop, clearing the water 
to strike the fly from above or below, for as long as the hatch lasts.   
 

Arctic Grayling 
Jump free of the stream and go sailing 

After the midge goes the grayling 
Oh such a sight 

To see thousands in flight 
Get into the fish without failing 

 
 
 

Sponsor of the Month 

 

                                   



 

 
  

 
 

Announcements: 

 

¶ Grant ideas for clubs and councils ïThe Fish America Foundation provides funding for hands on-

projects at the local level. These projects enhance fish populations, restore fish habitat, improve 

water quality, and advance fisheries research in North America and Canadaðthereby increasing 

the opportunity for sportfishing success.  Learn about their specific grants on their website: 

http://www.fishamerica.org/grants/ 

¶ The FFF wants to know what activities are happening in your Club or Council.  You are 

encouraged to relay conservation related projects and images to the Conservation Coordinator. 

 

Equilibrium ð The Last Frontier Film 

The FFF believes that the fisheries of Bristol Bay, Alaska must be protected from the proposed 

Pebble gold mine.  We have joined with Castaway Films to help spread the message that the 

fisheries of Bristol Bay need our help.  Trout, salmon and Alaska wildlife are threatened by the 

largest proposed copper and gold mine in the world.  Your voice can help protect this magnificent 

area.   

Bristol Bay is home to the largest salmon run on planet earth and the fishing is legendary.  

Castaway Films and the FFF invite you on a cinematic journey, two years in the making.   

Join Gary Borger, Gary Loomis and others on an 

unforgettable expedition through Alaska in search of 

monster rainbows and some of the worldôs most prized game 

fish.  Get up close and personal with the grizzlies, view 

extraordinary underwater footage, and experience some of 

the most explosive freshwater takes ever recorded in high 

definition.  Come see what makes Bristol Bay the most 

prolific fishery on earth and why this timeless ecosystem is 

in danger of being lost forever.   

Learn more about the film and how you can help.  Go to the 

FFF website and to www.castaway.com to see a film trailer 

and purchase the film.   The film is an Official Selection in 

the 2008 Fly Fishing Film Tour by AEG Media.  
 
 

¶ Visit the FFF website conservation pages to learn 

more about programs, and current issues.   
 
 
 

More information on any subject can be obtained by contacting  

Leah Elwell Conservation Coordinator 406-222-9369 ext 102 or conserve@fedflyfishers.org 

Please inform Leah of any errors in this report 

Federation of Fly Fishers  
Conservation Update  

January 2008 

http://www.fishamerica.org/grants/
http://www.castaway.com/
mailto:conserve@fedflyfishers.org


Conservation Notes 
February 2008 
Dennis Harper 
 
 

3 Steelhead observed migrating up the Ventura River Robles fish ladder.   

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ Wŀƴ нмΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŦƛǎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘΣ ŀ нмέ ŀƴŘ нрέ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǎǘŜŜƭƘŜŀŘ όƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
from the physical characteristics in the photo was almost certainly a gravid female) ŀƴŘ ŀ моέ ŦƛǎƘ 
that was most likely a precocious young steelhead (commonly called a half-pounder). The Ventura 
River has been historically known to have half-pounder runs. 
This is a positive sign that the fish ladder is functional and steelhead are still present in the Ventura 
River watershed. 
It is also interesting to note that creditable historians have observed steelhead migrating in water 
ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ нέ ǾƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
steelhead are able to contend with. 
Everyone should be aware that the DF&G has closed all Southern California coastal anadromous 
streams to fishing to protect the federally listed, endangered steelhead. The closure extends from 
the northern border of Santa Barbara County to the USA/Mexico border. Refer to Section 7 (f) of the 
California Freshwater Sport Fishing Regulations. 
 

New Zealand Mud Snails found in Lake Shasta  

The  DF&G has reported that NZ Mud Snails continueto spread into our California lakes and streams 
and in Jan 08 were discovered in Lake Shasta. The DF&G is requesting assistance from the public in 
controlling the spread. 
For the latest information regarding NZ Mud Snails and Quagga Mussels go to: 
 www.dfg.ca.gov/invasives/ 
Methods for decontamination of wading/fishing gear are presented in this section. 
 

 

 

 

 

  



  


