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 Sespe Fly Fishers 

MEETING  

July 16, 2008 

TIME:  7:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Senior Rec. 
Center 

Santa Clara and 
Oak, Ventura 

 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

August Meeting 

Speaker 

Steve Schalla 

“History of the Sierras” 

August 20
th

,  2008 

7:00 PM Senior Rec. 
Center. Oak and Santa 

Clara, Ventura 

BOARD MEETING  

   August 18th, at 

Carrow’s Restaurant, 

Seaward and Harbor, 

Ventura 

Outings 

Montana in the Fall 

See inside for details! 

Summer arrived with a bang.  California seems to be burning up both 
literally and figuratively.  I know a lot of our members are vacationing, 
and some have already been and returned.  One of the great things 
about communication in this day and age is how the internet can lead 
to successful trip planning.  The availability of information on fishing 
conditions, weather, travel conditions, gas prices, etc. gives us much 
less uncertainty about our planned events.  With a laptop, you are 
never far from home.  For those of you who havenôt yet firmed-up 
your travel plans, consider Dave Boydenôs offer on lodging in the 
Yellowstone area.  (See inside for specifics).  There is something for 
everyone in that neck-of-the-woods.  If you have never been to that 
area, you are really missing one of the greatest vacation destinations 
in North America.  The only downside to all of that great water is the 
fact that three states join and you have to plan your fishing days 
carefully to avoid spending a small fortune on licenses.  The benefits 
however are worth the effort.  At least four of our members; Bill and 
Joyce Blackstone, and Bob and Frances Smith are going to the FFF 
Conclave in July in Whitefish, MT.  Our club is well represented with 
Bill giving tying classes and Frances organizing the auction.  Why not 
join them. 
 
Our annual election of officers was held at the June Club meeting.  
All our officers agreed to serve another year and the members in 
attendance endorsed them with a unanimous vote.  Please be sure to 
recognize the effort our officers and committee chairmen give to the 
club.  When you see them, tell them thanks.  Like all successful 
ventures, the club is a team effort. 
 
In looking ahead to the coming year, we have several noteworthy 
events.  Our newly revived club picnic will replace our September 
Club meeting and will be held at Soule Park in Ojai on Sept. 20.  
Chuck and Marcia Colwell are busy planning the event.  Ray 
Johnson and John Dugan will be conducting a rod building class after 
Labor Day.  Bob Smith will reconvene the fly tying class with Bill 
Blackstone doing the honors, and there is the Christmas Party in 
December with Chuck and Marcia again planning the event. 
 
Enjoy your summer and please consider writing a short article for the 
newsletter on how you spent your vacation.  Frank Stork had a really 
great pack-in trip into the golden trout area a couple of years ago and 
I am still twisting his arm to get him to share his wonderful 
experience.  One of these daysé..     Paul 
 
 

 

 

Presidentôs Message                  July 2008 

 

Program  
 

Zane Mirfin  

ñTrout Heavenò 

Or 

 Fly Fishing 

New Zealand 

 

http://www.sespeflyfishers.org/


Speaker of the Month 
 

Zane Mirfin 

 
 

 
 

ñTrout Heavenò or Fly Fishing New Zealand 
with Zane Mirfin 

 
Weôve all heard about fishing in New Zealand ï that itôs hard, that itôs not hard, that itôs 

magnificent, that itôs frustrating, that itôs like a glorious dream, that itôs like a teeth-grinding dream.  
And we have all seen pictures ï pictures of some of the worldôs most beautiful, giant trout caught in 
truly breathtaking water.  And those pictures make us yearn.  Well, during our July meeting , weôre all 
going to discover the true facts about New Zealand from Zane Mirfin, someone who, as well as 
anyone alive, knows fly fishing throughout this gorgeous island nation.  

Trout had been introduced and flourished in NZ long before 1926 when the western novelist 
and famous American angler, Zane Grey, was invited by the New Zealand Government to fish the 
North Islandôs Tongariro River, but Greyôs book An Anglerôs Eldorado lit an angling fire that has 

burnt brightly ever since. 
Zane will lead us on a virtual tour of New Zealand, concentrating on the South Island, his area 

of expertise.  He will show us the unique and diverse water types, fishy inhabitants and the 
challenges which lure anglers back year after year. Zaneôs aim is to broaden club membersô 
knowledge of the New Zealand fishery and equip everyone with the information, techniques and 
strategies to be successful when fly fishing there. 

Being the chief photographer of Fish & Game New Zealand magazine, which is NZôs largest 
circulation freshwater fishing magazine (+250,000), Zane is bringing us wonderful images that 
showcase the fishery, the rivers and streams, the equipment and clothing, entomology and fly 
patterns.  We will also learn about stalking trout, fly fishing methods and strategies.  We will 
experience, creek, stream, river, lake and stillwater fishing . . . and how to access the water by 
helicopter, 4WD vehicle, jetboat, powerboat, rafting, mountain bike and/or hiking.  We will also be 
shown and told about New Zealand fishing etiquette, expectations, conservation and general 
information for visiting anglers. 

Zaneôs first trout were rainbows caught on live bait under the supervision of his father Stuart 
(an avid boyhood reader of Zane Grey), and, at 10-years-old, Zane started his fly fishing odyssey with 
experience that has included guiding for 23 years (with friend and mentor, guru New Zealand guide 
Tony Entwistle) and fishing around the world, including numerous western US States for trout, British 
Columbia for steelhead, Xmas Island for bonefish, and Sweden for grayling and arctic char.  



Significantly, Zane has fished in California near Mammoth and Tahoe as well as further north 
under the shadow of Mt. Lassen in the Pitt & Fall Rivers, Hat Creek, and Lake Manzanita. One of 
Zaneôs most treasured US fishing memories was sight fishing for Californian high country native 
rainbows in a pristine mountain stream. On this 2008 visit to California, Zane will be accompanied by 
his wife, Aimee, who herself knows a lot about New Zealand fishing and is a much better driver than 
Zane in the big traffic flows of California! Zane and Aimee are both excited about their upcoming trip 
to meet our club members and talk about fishing.   Also, the couple is looking forward to a short trip 
already scheduled for a few days in the high Sierra in pursuit of golden trout, which is one of the few 
major freshwater species Zane hasnôt caught in the US. 

Zane has always been sort of a trout bum and this dates back to his University days when his 
Masters Thesis was ñTrout Fishing in Nelson ï Management of a Recreational Resource.ò Zane has 
had numerous articles published in NZ fishing magazines (his first published article in Rod & Rifle in 
1981 describes harvesting his first deer at 13), and he was a columnist for NZ Troutfisher magazine 
between 1997-2001. Headhunted in 2001 by Fish & Game NZ magazine, he has been a prolific 
contributor of articles and images, culminating in his winning the SPARC Award for Recreation / 
Adventure / Lifestyle Reporting at the 2004 Sir T.P. McLean National Sports Journalism Awards. 
Zane has contributed to a number of books including Brown Trout Heaven ï Fly Fishing New 
Zealandôs South Island, New Zealandôs Best Trout Flies, In Pursuit of Trout, and Bird Hunting, 

with his images appearing in national and international magazines, books, book covers, billboards, 
calendars, websites and instructional fishing guides. His next fishing picture book ï The Last Best 
Place, with Fish & Game NZ Editor, Bob South, is due out for the start of the new fishing season back 
home in October of this year. 

Zane has always been involved in conservation initiatives, even co-founding a political party 
called óOutdoor Recreation New Zealandô with his father Stuart which championed the rights, 
resources and opportunities of outdoor recreationalists. The Outdoor Party won 1.3% of the vote in 
the 2002 General Elections with Zane as media spokesperson.  The party contributed to the current 
outdoor political landscape that exists in New Zealand today. 

These days, Zane and Aimee concentrate on running their fly fishing guiding company óStrike 
AdventureÈô (www.strikeadventure.com) and taking their 4 young children fishing as often as they 
can. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.strikeadventure.com/


FLY TYING WITH BILL BLACKSTONE 
 
Compra Dunn 
Adult  Mayfly 
 
The second of two flies Bill taught us in April. Bill usually has two patterns for each class but I only put 

one in the news letter. The other is saved for the Summer.  

This is an important pattern to carry in your fly box. Iôm never with out a couple in size 16,18 in olive. 

This is also not a common pattern to look up. I searched the Index of five of  the books I use and did 

not come up with ñCompara Dunò. Tie some up, you will be glad you did next time you come on some 

pickey risers. 

I 
MATERIALS 
  

Hook-   Mustad 94833 / TMC 5210 

Thread-  to match body color 

Butt-   Dubbing to match body 

Tail-   2-4 paint brush bristles or hackle fibers 

Dubbing- Fine Poly or fur, color your choice, Cream, Gray or Olive 

Wing-  Deer Hair or poly yarn  

Instructions: 

1.  Wrap the thread from the head space to the bend and half hitch. 

2. Tie in a small ball of dubbing forming the butt of the body. 

3. Tie in the tails splayed one each side. ( 2 each side for 14 and larger) Match their length to at 

least the length of the hook, Just like the Spinner. (see May news) 

4. Continue on with the dubbing until you reach the half-body space and tie in a small clump of 

stacked deer hair with the tips facing forward. Trim the butts in a taper. The hair should extend 

about a hook shank length beyond the eye. As you tie down the wing splay it with your thumb 

into a half circle over the top of the hook. 

5. Advance the thread to in front of the wing working through the hairs and make a few wraps in 

front of the wing to stand it up. The wing should be about as tall as the hook is long and be on 

the front third of the hook.  

6. Return the thread to where you left off with the dubbing and dub to the wing, under and in 

front. Forming a thorax.  

7. Wrap a neat head, Tie off, Cement, Go fish. 

  

 



Fish of the Month 
By Ann Scarborough Bull, Ph.D. 

 

 

 
 

 

Rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss). The McCloud River is a productive and scenic Northern 
California freestone river whose beautiful indigenous rainbow trout have been transplanted 
throughout the world. Operation of the original hatchery on the McCloud River has shipped more than 
a trillion eyed trout eggs throughout the world, where the transplants have been a great success. The 
genetic strain of the McCloud River rainbow is the root stock of rainbow trout transplanted 
successfully in Colorado, Chile, Argentina, New Zealand, Europe, Turkey, and elsewhere throughout 
the world. The Santa Cruz River in Southern Patagonia is the only river in the world where a self-
sustained population of McCloud River introduced bows is known to have developed an anadromous 
steelhead run. Many, many hatcheries in foreign lands continue with the original strain for both 
recreational and farming-harvest opportunities. In the mountains of Turkey, far from major cities, 
McCloud River rainbows are a culinary delight to vacationers. The McCloud River Hatchery was the 
first in the National Fish Hatchery System, now the largest hatchery complex in the world, containing 
nearly 100 hatcheries devoted to the rearing of more than 50 species of fish and the operation of a 
number of fish cultural development centers and hatchery biologist stations.  
 

 
McCloud River Rainbow Trout 

The McCloud River rainbow it seems 
Plays well into fishermenôs schemes 

With full speed ahead 
They ship eggs in and spread 

Red-striped rainbows to all world-wide streams 
 
 
 

Our favorite sponsor 

 

  

 



Sespe Flyfishers Board of Directors 
 

PRESIDENT      
Paul Wilson      482-7443 
 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Dennis Harper: 650-1708 
 

SECRETARY  
Gary Bulla:      933-1367 
 

TREASURER  
Carl Rhoads:     644-0940 

 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Ulrich:     646-6496 
Frances Smith: 647-3522 
John Dugan:     646-6898 
 
 

 

2008 Speaker Schedule  
August     Steve Schalla                 ñHistory of the Sierrasò 
September        Annual Picnic           September 20th Soul Park, Ojai 
October     Rick Hafele   ñDebugging Entomologyò 
November     Rick E. Martin  ñHow to Improve your Photographyò 
December      Christmas Party ñBring back your white elephant gift!ò 
*Speakers and programs subject to change without notice. Check the news letter each month.  
 

GONE FISHING  from Bob and Frances Smith 

We havenôt anything to put in the newsletter about fly tying or the auction, because we are out fishing. 
Bob and I left Ft. Smith, MT a few days ago and fishing the Big Horn River was great, as usual.  You 
guys need to try it!  Bob and I caught rainbow and brown trout that were fighters and their deep color 
was beautiful.   
We are heading up to the Missouri River near Craig tomorrow for some fishing. 
When we leave Craig we are heading toward the FFF International Conclave in Whitefish.  You guys 
should be there. 
 

SEPTEMBER PICNIC at SOULE PARK 
 

This years annual picnic will be at Soule Park in Ojai on Saturday September 20, 3pm to Sunset.  
Soule Park is a great venue with lots of room to cast, a covered eating area and a big group 
barbeque pit. Weôll have a Santa Maria style barbeque with chicken and tri-tip, beans, bread and soft 
drinks. And a pot luck salad and desert. This year, in order to save our funds, we are asking for a five 
dollar per adult donation. Kids are free. Come early and bring your vacation pictures and fly rods. 

Soule is a Ventura County park in Ojai.  Mapquest map for Soule Park   Just take Ojai Ave. East to 

Boardman Rd. and turn right.  

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 

Conservation ï Dennis Harper   650-1708 
Membership - Chris & Frances May  984-1267 
Newsletter ïEarl Arnold:    701-1239 
Programs - Gary Bulla:    933-1367 
Raffles ï John Dugan:    646-6898 
Refreshments - Jeff Herford:   658-0829 
Outings - Jeff Hereford:    658-0829 
Web Site ïEarl Arnold:   701-1239 
Auction - Frances Smith:    647-3522 
Fly Tying -Bob Smith:    647-3522 
Trout In The Classroom - Bob Salas  640-7101 
 

http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?country=US&zipcode=93023-3018


MONTANA OUTING 
Dave Boyden has offered to host a Montana trip after Labor Day. Dates to be determined based on 
schedules of those interested. Would be fishing the Yellowstone, spring creeks and the Park. Guided 
or unguided options. He can house 2 easily, possible a third. If there are more, there are plenty of 
places to stay nearby. If you are interested contact  
Dave Boyden 
O: 805-640-6729 
C: 805-290-0842 
dboyden@miradorstrategies.com  
  

  

                      FROM THE OUTING CHAIRMAN 

  

  The following is a proposal for the coming three months. Would you like to host an 

outing to a special spot? I will be more than willing to assist in coordinating any trips that 

you may have an interest in. 

  In addition to announcing planned outing via the monthly newsletter I will be using e-

mail to communicate with members. This will allow me to keep members informed and 

facilitate communicating last minute changes to the outing schedule. Initially I will use the 

membership directory to create a group e-mail group. If your e-mail address is not in the 

directory and you desire to be included in the group e-mail let me know and I will add you 

to the list.        

  

       OUTINGS PLANNED FOR THE REMAINING OF THE YEAR 

  

Through the end of this summer I plan on hosting one surf outing per month. Depending on the 

tide and location plan on meeting at the Artful Angler, Santa Clause Lane, 805-566-5900. In 

addition to surf fishing equipment Eric has loaner rods for those members that would like to 

give surf fishing a try. 
  
MONTH             LOCATION                                               HOST 
  
19 July  Plan on meeting at La Conchita at 7:30 am. There is a -0.6 tide at 5:04 am and +4.0 at 11:34 
am.  
  
August I plan on another surf outing during August. Date  and time to be determined.     
  
20 September Annual club picnic Sou le Park Ojai.   
  
    Jeff Hereford 

1227 Seafarer St 

Ventura Ca 93001 

805-658-0829 cell 805-701-4004 

jehmah@msn.com  
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Sespe Fly Fishers Membership Renewal 
 

Dear Flyfisher, 

Welcome to new members and renewing members alike!  Your membership dues enable the Sespe Fly Fishers 

to continue to provide quality programs, outings, seminars, and to participate in conservation efforts. 

In other words, WE NEED YOU! 

 

Please complete this application and return it along with your membership dues today to the following address: 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 

P.O. Box 5127 

Ventura, CA  93005 

 

Your support is appreciated. 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Please include names of Family Members that may participle in club functions:  

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

HOME PHONE: ______________________________________________________ 

WORK PHONE: ________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

Please indicate if you are a member of the  Federation of  Fly Fishers (FFF)  

  Yes     No 

Annual Family Membership Dues (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31) 

 

Residence 

 

Age 

 

New Member 

Renewing 

Member 

 

Ventura & S.B. Counties 16 and over $41 $35 $____________ 

Other Locations 16 and over $18 $12 $____________ 

Any Under 16 $18 $12 $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to the Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Fund          $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to “Trout in the classroom”                                    $____________ 

GRAND TOTAL $____________ 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris or Fran May at (805) 984-1267 or chrismay5@msn.com. 

 

mailto:chrismay5@msn.com?subject=sespe%20renewal


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 
P.O. Box 5127 
Ventura, CA 93005 
 

 

  

 


