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 Sespe Fly Fishers 

MEETING  

November 14, 2007 

TIME:  7:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Senior Rec. 
Center 

Santa Clara and 
Oak , Ventura 

 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

DECEMBER 

HOLIDAY PARTY 

December 19th,  

6:30 PM 

Senior Rec. Center 

 

NO DECEMBER 

BOARD MEETING 

Fly Tying 

On the 4th Monday of 

the month at Brooks 

 Details inside 

 

 

If you are like me, you too cannot believe that the Holidays are just 

around the corner.  Where did the summer go?  I know a lot of you had 

some really great vacations, and from the reports at the club meetings, a lot 

of fish were caught.  The other day, one of the club members said, ”Fish live 

in the prettiest places.”  How true.  Ours is a sport that combines some skill, 

a little luck, and an outdoor experience in some of the finest scenery the 

world has to offer.  How can you top that? 

 

Now that the more hectic pace of the major fishing season is past, it 

is a good time to take inventory of your entire stock of fishing related 

equipment:  rods, reels, lines, leader, tippet material, flys, tying material and 

tying tools, all that stuff you carry with you on a trip; and don’t forget the 

clothing.  You can’t have fun fishing is you are miserable.  Since Christmas 

just over six weeks away, why not drop some hints for some really neat stuff 

you just haven’t gotten around to buying.  I have several things that I might 

never have collected were it not for someone’s suggestion.  Several years 

ago when we had the RV parked at my cousin’s house in Kansas City, her 

husband Bob was watching me waving a flashlight around while working on 

the vehicle.  He said that I should get one of those headlamps like those 

guys who climb Mount Everest wear. I did, and now I don’t know how I 

lived without one.  Unfortunately, Bob passed away a couple of years ago, 

but I never pick up that headlamp without thinking about him. 

 

Look through those dozens of catalogs that you have lying around 

and dream.  Remember, when it comes to fishing equipment, “wants” and 

“needs” are synonymous. When it is time to buy, please give first 

consideration to the retail dealers and manufacturers we have locally.  There 

is Eric’s Tackle shop in Ventura, and Malibu Tackle in Thousand Oaks.  We 

have Patagonia in Ventura and Able Products in Camarillo.  These 

organizations give a great deal of support to our Club and we like to support 

them.  With retailers like these in a twenty-mile radius of the Club meeting 

place, you can get all the stuff you could ever want for your fishing pleasure 

and hardly have to leave home. 

  

Be sure and checkout the articles and news items in this months 

newsletter.  Chuck Colwell, his wife Marcia and Ann Bull are planning a 

really great Holiday get-together for the December meeting date. 

 

Paul 

President’s Message           November 2007 

 

Program 

 

Jeff Currier 

Fishing 

Africa! 

 

http://www.sespeflyfishers.org/


SPEAKER OF THE MONTH 
http://www.jeffcurrier.com/ 

http://www.askaboutflyfishing.com/speakers/jeff/jeff.cfm 

Jeff Currier is a fly fishing maniac! He resides in Victor, Idaho where he bases his 
career in fly fishing. For 19 years he has worked at the Jack Dennis Fly Shop in Jackson, 

WY where he presently manages all fishing operations. He has taught the skills of fly 
fishing, guided fly fishers throughout Wyoming and Yellowstone National Park, and 

escorted anglers to fishing destinations throughout the world. When home, Jeff can be 

found either writing, or more frequently, painting fish. Jeff's original watercolors are 

always in high demand. 

Jeff has made several television appearances including Fishing the West, Fly Fishing the 

World, In Search of Fly Water, Reel Adventures and Fly Fish TV. His articles, 
photographs and artwork have graced the pages of magazines, catalogs, brochures and 

books. Jeff is the author of Currier's Quick and Easy Guide to Saltwater Fly Fishing and 

Currier's Quick and Easy Guide to Warmwater Fly Fishing guide books. 

During the winter months, Jeff can be found lecturing throughout the United States on 

nearly every aspect of fly fishing. He demonstrates fly casting, teaches seminars on the 

basics to the advanced skills of fly fishing, as well as many fly fishing destination 
programs ranging from his home waters in the Rockies to the most remote corners of 

the globe. 

Although Jeff spends much of his time fly fishing for trout, he 

chases many other fish types as well. He is a walking encyclopedia 

for fly fishing for species worldwide. He has currently taken over 
160 kinds of fish with a fly rod from both fresh and saltwater in 

over thirty countries. He is constantly developing techniques for 

catching the most exotic fish imaginable in places where even the 

most avid adventurer refuses to go. His most recent travels have 

found him chasing tigerfish in Africa, payara in Venezuela, mahseer 

in India and Nile perch in Egypt. 

Jeff's most recent accomplishment was leading Team USA to its first 

ever top-ten finish in the World Flyfishing Championships in Jaca, 

Spain. During the competition Jeff managed to fool fish on every 

venue met and place third in the individual standings, becoming the first North American 
ever to take home a medal in the twenty-four year history of the event. In preparation 

for the event Jeff became an expert in European nymphing, Polish nymphing, Czech 

nymphing and Spanish nymphing. Jeff brings a sense of humor, enthusiasm, and over 

thirty years of fly fishing to wherever he goes.  

http://www.jeffcurrier.com/
http://www.askaboutflyfishing.com/speakers/jeff/jeff.cfm


FLY TYING WITH BILL BLACKSTONE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The best and most productive patterns are still the flys we call stimulators.  These are flys that are what I refer 
to as “generic”.  The kind of look like a bug but when you see them you say, ”What kind I bug is that?” 
Flys have changed a great deal over a rather short time in fly fishing.  What with the introduction and 
successful use of synthetics such as mylars, foams, plastics, poly yarns and such, more than half of our 
patterns today were unknown 30 years ago. Yet, in that mix of flys there are what we refer to as the “old 
patterns.”  These are flys that “keep on giving.”  And, best of all, most of the old patterns were simple.  
Feathers were not the quality of today’s standards, and tying methods were not as complex. I for one like the 
simplicity of the older patterns, particularly if they produce results.  Here’s one I dug up for you that will 
produce fish consistently.  It’s called the “Bivisible..”  It has several variations to it, and it’s tied in several 
different colors.  At a later date I’ll give you more variations on this fly, but first the basic. 
 
Hook:       Standard dry fly hook of your choice, or Mustad 94840, size 16-18 
Thread:     Black 6/0 Danvilles 
Tail:          White, or Blonde/Honey 
Hackle:      Brown and White 
 

1. Wrap your hook from the head space to the bend, and half-hitch. 
2. Select the long fibers from a white or Blond/Honey Blond neck and tie in forming a dry-fly tailing.  

(make it the length of the hook gape) and return the thread to the bend. 
3. Select a brown hackle appropriate for the hook size and tie in at the bend.  Tie in hackle shiny –side 

facing the rear. Wrap the thread forward to ½ hook space and half-hitch. 
4.  Wrap hackle forward to ½ hook space, tie off and trim the excess. 
5. Select a white or Honey/Blond hackle (shiny-side facing forward.)  Wrap thread forward to the head 

space and half-hitch.  Wrap hackle forward to head space.  Tie off and trim excess. Form the head, 
whip finish and trim. 

 
What you have is a fully hackled hook from the bend to the head, dressed in two colors.  Now what could be 
simpler.  The pattern floats extremely well, dries out with fewer false casts and it’s durable.  Now reverse the 
pattern where the white is in the rear and brown forward. 
Try one on your next outing.   Tight lines. 
 

 

Fly Tying Dates for the coming season:  

All dates are the 4
th
 Monday, 7:00 – 9:00 PM, Brooks Institute’s Ventura Campus Conference Room, 5301 N. 

Ventura Avenue (Rt. 33 to Cañada Larga off ramp).   

 November 26, January 28, February 25, March 24, April 28, May 26,  



 

Sespe Flyfishers Board of Directors 
 

PRESIDENT      
Paul Wilson      482-7443 
 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Dennis Harper: 650-1708 
 

SECRETARY  
Gary Bulla:      646-0286 
 

TREASURER  
Carl Rhoads:     644-0940 

 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Ulrich:     646-6496 
Frances Smith: 647-3522 
John Dugan:     646-6898 
 

 
Federation of Fly Fishers Member ship Special 
 
The Federation is offering new memberships through affiliated clubs at a Huge Discount. From now 
until December 31 you can join the federation for only $15.00! (Regularly $35.00) 

Each new membership helps to qualify the club for a free fly rod from the federation and reduces the 
amount of our affiliate dues. 
 Join Now! Sign up at the meeting. 

 

YVON CHOUINARD HONORED FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EFFORTS 

Sespe Flyfishers club member Yvon Chouinard was given a Conservation Leadership Award in 

October by the members of the National Forest Foundation in a Santa Barbara ceremony.   Yvon and 

his Patagonia company were recognized as a model for corporate philanthropy and commitment to 

the preservation of the environment.   

 

JOHN DUGAN ACCEPTS CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE RAFFLE COMMITTEE. 

Look for John Dugan at the table in the entry-way at our monthly meetings dispensing all those tickets 
for the raffle prizes.  Mark Whelan recently retired from that position and John readily agreed to take 
that responsibility.  The raffle is one of our major sources of revenue for the club and  John  will be 
happy to trade your money for his tickets. 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 

Conservation ï Dennis Harper   650-1708 
Membership - Chris & Frances May  984-1267 
Newsletter ïEarl Arnold:    701-1239 
Programs - Gary Bulla:    646-0286 
Raffles ï John Dugan:    646-6898 
Refreshments - Jeff Herford:   658-0829 
Outings - Jeff Hereford:    658-0829 
Web Site ïEarl Arnold:   701-1239 
Auction - Frances Smith:    647-3522 
Fly Tying -Bob Smith:    647-3522 
Trout In The Classroom - Bob Salas  640-7101 
 



Sespe Fly Fishers     
  

HOLIDAY PARTY 
Potluck, Fish Tales, and Photos 

 
Date  Wednesday December 19, 2007 

Place  Senior Recreation Center 

Time  6:30 pm 
Who  All members and spouses/friends 

 

Wear your holiday smiles and let everyone enjoy photos of your latest fishing 
adventures. 

     

The Club will provide the turkey, cranberry sauces, soft drinks, 

bottled water, tea, coffee and decaf. 

 

What to Bring 

A “white elephant” gift for a gift exchange after dinner and 

If your last name begins with… 

A – F  bring salad for 10 people 

G – P  bring dessert for 10 people 

Q – Z   bring appetizer for 10 people 
 

RSVP by December 1, 2007 to Ann Bull via e-mail at  

ann.bull@mms.gov (preferred) 
      or, if you must, call 

       805-389-7855   

                                                                                                          
 

 

 

 

mailto:ann.bull@mms.gov


FROM THE OUTING CHAIRMAN 

 

The following is a proposal for the coming three months. 

Please review and offer any recommendations. 

We need your input! Do you have an Idea for an outing? Would you like to host an 

outing? I will be willing to assist in coordinating any trips that you have an interest in. 

In addition to announcing planned outings via the monthly newsletter I will be using e-

mail to communicate with members. Initially I will use the membership directory to create 

an e-mail group. If your e-mail address is not in the directory and you want to be included 

in the group, let me know and I will add you to the list. 
 

   A few months ago I received an e-mail from Richard French (rich@belizeflatsfishing.com) of Belize flats 
fishing announcing his 2008 Belize Bonefishing trips to Ambergris Caye. The dates he has available to fly clubs 
are as follows: 
Jan 26 – Feb 2, 2 – 9 Feb, 16 – 23 Feb, 23 Feb – 1 Mar, 1 – 8 Mar and 8 -15 Mar. 
The price for a week (7 nights lodging and six days of guided fishing) is $1750 US per club member. Last Feb. 
Paul Wilson, Mark Whelan and myself attended and had a great time. Although I will not be able to attend 
next year I highly recommend this affordable trip. 
   
Nov 4 to 9  Paul Wilson and I are planning on hosting an outing to Mt. Shasta area early in November. Current 
plans are to leave on the 4th, fish the upper Sac/McCloud for two days and drift the Klamath for two days and 
return on the 9th . We plan on staying in Mt. Shasta although we have not yet determined where. If any 
members would like to join us let me know and I will try and coordinate transportation and guides if desired. I 
currently have room for two in my vehicle. 
  
 Jan I plan on hosting our annual winter trip to the Lower Owens. Depending on weather and other variables 
plan on either the weekend of 12 or 26 Jan. Details to follow. 
  

    Jeff Hereford 

1227 Seafarer st 

Ventura Ca 93001 

805-658-0829 cell 805-701-4004 

jehmah@msn.com 

  

From the Fly Tying Chairman,  Bob Smith 
 
For our November Fly Tying session we will continue filling our fly boxes with the tried and true flies 
that just ókeep on workingô so bring your tools and breadboard and Bill will have the rest of the stuff 
that we will be needing. 
 
Our session will be on Monday the 26th (4th Monday), 7:00 to 9:00 PM, and as usual, at the Brooks 
Instituteôs Ventura campus, 5301 N. Ventura Avenue (Rt. 33 to Canada Larga off ramp), in the 
Conference Room.   

  

mailto:jehmah@msn.com


 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Recipes form Ray Johnson 
 
Tasty recipes From Chuck Ash, Anchorage, Alaska. Chuck was a Biology teacher at Robert 
Service High School and has been a fishing guide full time since his retirement. He is in the Fly 
Fishing Guides Hall of Fame and has two chapters devoted to him in "North American Fly Fishing" 
by Bob Newman. He is a gourmet cook and a wonderful man. He guides in Florida in the winter. 

SWEET AND SOUR SALMON - This recipe serves 8 to 12. Cut all ingredients in half for fewer 
servings. Serve over either brown or white rice. 
2 salmon fillets 
1 to 2 cups vinegar 
2 cups brown sugar 
2 cans pineapple chunks 
1 cup soy sauce 
1 cup teriyaki sauce 
8-12 garlic cloves sliced paper-thin 
2 inches very fine, chopped ginger root 6 carrots 
6 mushrooms, sliced thin 
2 onions, diced 
2 green peppers, diced 
2 cups chopped red cabbage 
 
Cut salmon into 1 inch cubes, marinate in one cup soy sauce and one cup teriyaki sauce for 1 to 2 
hours. 
Bread the salmon in CORN STARCH. Add some oil to a hot fry pan and place 1/2 sliced garlic in 
the hot oil. After the oil has been saturated with the garlic, brown the salmon on all sides. When it 
is done, set it aside in a warm place. 
In a large pan, heat the mixture of vinegar, brown sugar, soy sauce teriyaki sauce, juice from the 
pineapple and remaining garlic slices. When it comes to a slow boil, add the vegetables and 
pineapple chunks and cook until crunchy. Don't over cook. Add cornstarch to thicken slightly. 
Just before serving, add the salmon cubes to the sweet and sour mixture and serve over rice. 
 
BLACKENED FISH - cook this outside, as there will be smoke. 
In a small container with a lid, make a mix of: 1 tsp black pepper 
1 tsp white pepper 
1 tsp cayenne pepper 
1 tsp paprika 
1 tsp onion powder 
1/2 tsp garlic powder 
1/2 tsp thyme 
   
Dip cut pieces of fish in melted butter or oil. Place skin side down on a very hot cast iron griddle or 
pan. Coat the fish, not too heavily, with the pepper mixture. After about 2 minutes turn the fish and 
remove the skin with a fork. Coat the fish again with the pepper. After 2 minutes, turn the fish and 
cook for 2 more minutes. The fish should slightly charred. Next batch you will either add or 
decrease the amount of pepper to taste. 
 Enjoy! 

  

BONUS - Stir Fry Vegetables 
 Using the vegetables from the 
sweet and sour recipe 
except the garlic and ginger) 
add some oil to a hot pan    or  
wok, cook the vegetables, 
turning often and add the 
(pepper mix to taste. Delicious! 
 



Fish of the Month 
By Ann Scarborough Bull, Ph.D. 

 

 

                                            
 

Dorado/Mahi Mahi/Dolphin Fish (Coryphaena hippurus) is one of the live-fast-die-fast fish of the 

sub-tropical ocean. They are extremely fast growing and sexually mature at six months. A Dorado 

rarely lives beyond 5 years of age, seldom exceeds 33 pounds and you should consider any Dorado 

over 39 pounds exceptional. They are absolutely dazzling in color: golden on the sides, bright blues 

and greens on the sides and back. Colors start to fade immediately when pulled from the water and 

they end up looking dull and boring but are very good eating. Mature males have prominent 

foreheads that easily distinguish them from smaller females. Dorado swim and feed constantly, round 

the clock, and are fast swimmers as well, with a top swimming speed of 50 knots. Off the coast of 

Southern California and Baja they are often found around floating objects such as drift kelp. Younger 

fish will feed on squid and swimming crabs while older fish love the chase and go exclusively for 

flying-fish and other highly colored, reflective fish species. For these fish, look for the busting bait, get 

something fast and shiny in front, and hold on. 

 
Dorado 

A colorful fish, the Dorado 
I wish they would bight on my rod-o 

But each time that they bight 
And my tippet gets tight 

They just spit out my hook with bravado 
 

Thank You Bill Gingell  

Having reached the grand age of 85 Bill recently decided that his time to fish has come to an end. So he hunted 

us down and donated his collection of fly fishing gear to the club. And a mighty collection it is with rods, reels, 

waders, nets, flies and fly tying gear all well used and well cared for.  We will take good care of these treasures 

and put them to good use.   

Thank you Bill. We want you to know that though your time to fish may be over you are always welcome to 

spend some time with us and share your stories of fishes landed and lunkers lost. 

 

Thanks to Ericõs Tackle 

Thanks for telling Bill where to find us. 

I know where to find you; your store is the first place I look for all my fishing needs.  

Ericôs Tackle Shop - 2127 E. Thompson Blvd. Ventura, Ca. (805)648-5665 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knot_%28speed%29


 

 

 

  
Sespe Fly Fishers Membership Renewal 

 

Dear Flyfisher, 

Welcome to new members and renewing members alike!  Your membership dues enable the Sespe Fly Fishers 

to continue to provide quality programs, outings, seminars, and to participate in conservation efforts. 

In other words, WE NEED YOU! 

 

Please complete this application and return it along with your membership dues today to the following address: 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 

P.O. Box 5127 

Ventura, CA  93005 

 

Your support is appreciated. 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Please include names of Family Members that may participle in club functions:  

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

HOME PHONE: ______________________________________________________ 

WORK PHONE: ________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

Please indicate if you are a member of the  Federation of  Fly Fishers (FFF)  

  Yes     No 

Annual Family Membership Dues (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31) 

 

Residence 

 

Age 

 

New Member 

Renewing 

Member 

 

Ventura & S.B. Counties 16 and over $41 $35 $____________ 

Other Locations 16 and over $18 $12 $____________ 

Any Under 16 $18 $12 $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to the Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Fund          $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to “Trout in the classroom”                                    $____________ 

GRAND TOTAL $____________ 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris or Fran May at (805) 984-1267 or chrismay5@msn.com. 

 

mailto:chrismay5@msn.com?subject=sespe%20renewal


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 
P.O. Box 5127 
Ventura, CA 93005 
 

 

  

 


