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 Sespe Fly Fishers 

MEETING  

November 19, 2008 

TIME:  7:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Senior Rec. 
Center 

Santa Clara and 
Oak, Ventura 

 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

December  Meeting  

Christmas Social   

“Bring Back Your 

White Elephant” 

 

Wednesday December  

17
th

,  2008 

7PM 

BOARD MEETING  

   November 17th, at 

Carrow’s Restaurant, 

Seaward and Harbor, 

Ventura 

Outings 

See inside for details! 

 
Some of you may have noticed that this monthôs newsletter is a 
couple of days late.  Thatôs my fault.  I shouldnôt have ignored those 
little warning messages that my computer gave me saying something 
like ñdisc error run disc cleanupò.  When I tried to do that, I was 
stopped cold.  So what did I do, I ignored it.  After all, the computer 
seemed to be running fine.  It kept running fine with those warning 
messages posted every two or three weeks so why worry?  
Wellé.one day it didnôt run fine.  Then I worried.  Now, Iôm back in 
business; é..sort of. 
 
The Holidays are fast approaching so it is time to start dreaming 
about all that new fishing stuff you need.  Itôs nice to get stuff at 
Christmas, but if you can wait for a couple more months, you can 
have Christmas in March, courtesy of the Club Auction.  Frances 
Smith is already busy getting ready to contact the equipment 
manufacturers who support the club by selling us their equipment at 
a reduced price.  We then add a modest percentage to the cost and 
pass the savings on to club members.  Watch for Francesôs 
announcements about the auction.  If you already know what you 
want, contact Frances, (her phone number is listed in this 
newsletter).  She can provide you with manufacturers and the 
equipment they have available.  As you know, the March auction is 
our major source of funds for club operations.  When you purchase 
the clubôs items, you help yourself, and your favorite fly fishing club. 
 
A ñheads-upò about the December club meeting.  The regular 
meeting date will be devoted to our Christmas Party.  Chuck and 
Marcia Colwell are still in a party mood and will plan the event.  It will 
be very similar to the party last year, so watch for the announcement.  
Circle the date of December 17th on your calendar.  Thatôs over a 
week before Christmas, so the timing is perfect. 
 
See ya at the November meeting.  
 Paul 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Presidentôs Message           November 2008 

 

Program  
 

Rick E. Martin 

 

ñHow to improve 

your 

photographyò 

 

 

http://www.sespeflyfishers.org/


Speaker of the Month 
Rick E. Martin 
 

Clicking & Creating Great Photographs 

 

 How many times has Sespe Fly Fishers seen a program 

presented by a Pulitzer Prize winner? Weôll give you a clue ï the 

answer is never.  But that will be true for only a few more days, 

just until Rick Martin does his show for us at our November 

meeting. (By the way, Pulitzer Prizes are awarded annually to 

Americans by Columbia University in New York City and represent 

the highest national honor achievable in various categories, 

including literature and music, as well as in newspaper 

journalism.) 

 And how did Rick win the prize?  He won it in the photography category by being a 

photographer for the San Jose Mercury News newspaper and covering the Loma Prieta earthquake.  

In case you didnôt know, the Mercury News has been chosen as one of the top 10 newspapers in the 

US and Rick shoots for spot news, sports, food and wine, business and architecture.  But thatôs not 

all.  Rick has won numerous awards in all aspects of photography, including one from the James 

Beard Food Awards and the Association of Food Journalists.  In addition, he was won other awards 

from the Outdoor Writers of California. In fact, Rick tells us that his particular love is the outdoors and 

among such assignments, he has photographed three books on fly-fishing. 

 Rick was born in Ft. Lewis, Washington, but raised in San Jose.  He attended local schools 

there and started fishing and hunting as a boy, with fly fishing entering his life with a passion while in 

his teens.  Rick attended San Jose State University and has been a photojournalist for more than 25 

year, 17 with the Mercury News.  Today, Rick resides in Mountain View, California with his wife Ann 

and two children, Matthew and Sarah. 

 If you want to learn how to take better pictures and then how to play with them on your 

computer to make them really spectacular, be at this meeting.   

  

 



 

Sespe Flyfishers Board of Directors 
 

PRESIDENT      
Paul Wilson      482-7443 
 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Dennis Harper: 650-1708 
 

SECRETARY  
Gary Bulla:      933-1367 
 

TREASURER  
Carl Rhoads:     644-0940 

 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Ulrich:     646-6496 
Frances Smith: 647-3522 
John Dugan:     646-6898 
 

2008/09 Speaker Schedule  

November     Rick E. Martin  ñHow to Improve your Photographyò 
December      Christmas Party ñBring back your white elephant gift!ò 
January     Kevin Peterson   ñFishing the Eastern Sierraò 
February     David Taylor         ñThe Joy of Fishing Alaskaò 

March      Open 
April       Stan Bradshaw  ñSaving Trout, One State at a Timeò 
May      Guy Jeans  ñThe Kern Riverò 
June      David Lambroughton  ñEndless Summersò  
July      Ken Hanley  ñFly Fishing for Bassò 
August     Open 
September     Open 
October     Trapper Badovinac ñSolitude ï Finding & Fishing Small Western Streamsò 
November      Skip Morris  ñFishing the Surface of a Trout Lakeò 
*Speakers and programs subject to change without notice. Check the news letter each month.  

 

From Our Fly Tying Chairman 

Bob Smith 

Our Fly Tying sessions will continue this month with John Dugan as our guest instructor.  John will 
show us how to tie his óPan Fish Specialô.  A great fly for Casitas and all lakes and ponds.  John will 
supply all material needed so bring your tools and breadboard and weôll see you there.  
 
Our session for November be on the 24th (4th Monday), 7:00 to 9:00 PM, and as usual, at the Brooks 
Instituteôs Ventura campus, 5301 N. Ventura Avenue (Rt. 33 to Canada Larga off ramp), in the 
Conference Room.   
 
 

 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 

Conservation ï Dennis Harper   650-1708 
Membership - Chris & Frances May  984-1267 
Newsletter ïEarl Arnold:    701-1239 
Programs - Gary Bulla:    933-1367 
Raffles ï John Dugan:    646-6898 
Refreshments - Jeff Herford:   658-0829 
Outings - Jeff Hereford:    658-0829 
Web Site ïEarl Arnold:   701-1239 
Auction - Frances Smith:    647-3522 
Fly Tying -Bob Smith:    647-3522 
Trout In The Classroom ï Kent Houston  649-4716 

 



Sespe Fly Fishers     

HOLIDAY PARTY 
Potluck, Fish Tales, and Photos 

 
Date  Wednesday December 17, 2008 
Place  Senior Recreation Center 

Time  6:30 pm 

Who  All members and spouses/friends 
 

Wear your holiday smiles and let everyone enjoy photos of your latest fishing 

adventures. 
     

The Club will provide the turkey, cranberry sauces, soft drinks, 

bottled water, tea, coffee and decaf. 

 

What to Bring 

 

 

 

                              A “white elephant” gift for a gift exchange after dinner 

and 

If your last name begins with… 

A – D  bring Appetizer for 10 people 

E – O  bring Salad for 10 people 

P – Z   bring Dessert for 10 people 
 

RSVP by December 1, 2008 to Ann Bull via e-mail at  

ann.bull@mms.gov (preferred) 
      or, if you must, call 

       805-389-7855   

                                                                                                          

 

mailto:ann.bull@mms.gov


 

Fish of the Month 
By Ann Scarborough Bull, Ph.D. 

 
 
 

Coastal Cutthroat Trout (Oncorhynchus clarkii clarkii). Who was this guy Clark anyway? The fish 
was named after the intrepid William Clark of the famous Lewis and Clark expedition. The 1805ï06 
winter that they spent on the Columbia River was very cold and rainy, and the men had a hard time 
finding suitable meat. They didnôt consume salmon, because they were in the right place but at the 
wrong time, but they did eat trout. In his journal, William Clark reports this food resource and 
comments on the troutôs beauty and many spots. Cutthroat are native to the West Coast from lower 
Alaska to the Eel River in CA and is found in most streams emptying into the Pacific. Coastal 
cutthroat can be sea-run or freshwater resident and they donôt travel very far into the ocean when 
they go. They will follow salmon upstream during spawning, which makes an egg pattern a good bet. 
Cutthroat trout have been widely introduced into various streams and lakes within its natural range, 
as well as into a few lakes in eastern North America. There are at least 12 recognized subspecies 
with the true coastal cutthroat having spots on pectoral, pelvic, and anal fins. In some streams it may 
be the most numerous sport fish present, while other streams support only small populations. 

 
Cutthroat Trout 

There once was a boat that did float 
Down the rocky low Rogue with a jolt 

The pounding severe but 
With óFish Onô in our ear 

Landed 3 spotted trout called cutthroat 
 

 

Our favorite sponsor 

 

  

 

http://research.calacademy.org/research/ichthyology/catalog/fishcatget.asp?genid=2724
http://research.calacademy.org/research/ichthyology/catalog/fishcatget.asp?spid=10908


For Sale 

Great rod used once, $225  Contact; Ann Bull  (504)-231-5188  Ann.bull@mms.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Conservation Chairman 
Dennis Harper 

 

Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Notes, Nov 2008 
 
Sespe Angler Survey Box 
 

Chris McKibbin, a fisheries biologist representing the Heritage and Wild Trout Program of the 

California Dept of Fish and Game, has contacted our club. He is requesting our help in replacing the 

Sespe River Angler Survey Box (ASB) that was washed out at the trailhead at Lyons Campsite. New 

ASB boxes are available. The survey forms provide valuable information regarding fish population 

and size distribution, as well as fisherman counts. They have updated the forms to improve 

information gathering. Given the current limited State funding, volunteer support is vital to maintaining 

these programs. Our club would participate in the installation and then collecting and replenishing the 

survey forms once the ASB is installed. Once/month collection should be adequate. Chris also has a 

second box that could be placed on the Sespe, however he is requesting information regarding this: 

such as a good location, estimated fish population and angler use. If anyone has information that 

would help with selection of a second site, please contact me. 

We will discuss this at the Sespe Club Board meeting next week and provide more information at the 

Club meeting. We would need some volunteers to help me with this project if we decide to go 

forward. 

Four ASBôs have been placed on Piru Creek: Hardrock Campground, Gold Hill, Lockwood Creek and 

Frenchmanôs Flat. Other clubs monitor these. 

FR1177-
2 
Length: 
9'9" 
Line: 7 
Pieces: 
2 

A summer steelhead and light duty salmon rod. With a powerful 
multi-taper tip, it handles weighted flies with ease, and is 
wonderful for making consistent long distance casts. The 2-
piece design is very lightweight, and serves well for your home 
water rod. 

 
Model  Color  Line Weight  Power  Taper  Handle  Item#  MSRP   

 

GL3  7 Med-Stiff Med-Fast 53 10084-01 $320.00   

 

53  
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Ann.bull@mms.gov


 

       The Kenai Fishing Academy  

If youôve ever been interested in fly fishing in Alaska here is a 

new way to learn more. The Kenai Fishing Academy is a new 

Outdoor Education Program at the University of Alaska. What 

separates KFA from the average Alaskan fishing experience is 

that catching fish is combined with classroom subjects like river 

history and biology. There are two sessions, one for those interested mainly in bait and spin casting, 

the other for the fly fishing enthusiast. In either case, adult students spend four hours in a classroom 

each day and then are on the water in the afternoons and evenings, except for the last day(s) when 

anglers go on an all-day trip. Anglers will learn about river hydrology, Alaska 

wildlife and bear safety, fish characteristics, habitat protection and coldwater survival. Thereôs even a 

session on filleting, smoking, freezing, and canning your catch. As you will see, weôve assembled 

some of Alaskaôs top guides and instructors, and offer a program that is very affordable and truly 

unique.  

I realize a lot of fishing clubs donôt promote commercial operations, but being part of The University of 

Alaska we are a nonprofit organization, so I hope you will consider sharing our website with your 

membership. You can check us out at: http://kenaifishing.kpc.alaska.edu. If youôd like any further 

information, or have any questions about fishing in Alaska, please feel free to contact me.   

Sincerely, 

Dave Atcheson     (907) 262-0346 

 

 A message from Eric Rangel owner of òThe Artful Angleró 
"Stop in and check out our fall clearance. Also take advantage of our óAnglerôs Gift Registryô 

come in, fill it out, and let you family know where to get what you want for Christmas!ò 

 

  

 



 
California Department of Fish and Game 
NEWS RELEASE FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Oct. 16, 2008 
CDFG California Outdoors Q&As: Are hatchery fish healthy? 
Contact: Carrie Wilson, DFG Office of Communications, CalOutdoors@dfg.ca.gov  
Question: I have been fishing the Owens River Gorge for the last 23 years and the fishing recently 
has been great, but the fish were full of parasites! I know that area was recently stocked and I canôt 
help but feel they stocked it with infected fish. In the more than 23 years I have been camping and 
fishing the lakes and streams in Bishop, I have never encountered that type of problem. What is going 
on here? Thanks. 
(Marie E.) 
Answer: This is a common question asked by anglers. According to Dr. 
William Cox, Department of Fish and Game (DFG) Program Manager for Fish Production and 
Distribution, it is also common to think that the problem comes from the hatcheries, which it does not. 
Hatchery fish are fed a pasteurized diet which eliminates infective stages of metazoan (worm) 
parasites. None of our hatchery fish have worms. DFG pathologists do many examinations of our 
hatchery fish prior to planting to ensure that we are not planting diseased fish and worms are never 
found.  
When a clean hatchery fish enters natural waters they can become infected with parasites existing in 
that water and usually the source is wild fish residing there. Also, as fish density increases, so does 
the likelihood that parasites will become a problem. Ironically, as the fishing gets better and better 
because of more fish, so does the possibility of wormy fish. 
DFG values input from anglers which gives us good information on the status of our fish and fishery. 
We are happy to examine anglersôcatches for worms or other parasites or diseases. Please contact 
Dr.Mark Adkison at (916) 358-2830, for more information. 
For those fish youôve caught, they will still be safe to eat as long as you cook them thoroughly. The 
heat process kills all parasites. 
  

 FROM THE OUTING CHAIRMAN 

  The following is a proposal for the coming three months. Would you like to host an 

outing to a special spot? I will be more than willing to assist in coordinating any trips that 

you may have an interest in. 

  In addition to announcing planned outing via the monthly newsletter I will be using e-

mail to communicate with members. This will allow me to keep members informed and 

facilitate communicating last minute changes to the outing schedule. Initially I will use the 

membership directory to create a group e-mail group. If your e-mail address is not in the 

directory and you desire to be included in the group e-mail let me know and I will add you 

to the list.         
MONTH             LOCATION                                               HOST 
   
There are no outings currently scheduled.   
  
    Jeff Hereford 

1227 Seafarer St 

Ventura Ca 93001 

805-658-0829 cell 805-701-4004 

jehmah@msn.com  

mailto:jehmah@msn.com


 Federation of Fly Fishers News 
November 2008 
Below is an update on the Kern River Rainbow project you may have heard mention of. This is about 
reopening the Kernville hatchery to raise Kern River Rainbows. Money for this project will come from 
a trust fund for resource improvement in the Kern area that is held by Edison to offset resource 
degradation from their hydropower projects in the area.  This has been an ongoing project for many 
years with headway, it appears 2009 could see significant progress. 
Regards, 
Steve Kopp 
SWC FFF Conservation  
stevekopp@hotmail.com 
909-793-6831 
Subject: Edison trust meeting 
Hi Chiaki, Very informational meeting.  In a nutshell.  Here's my best notes  
 
1.The land swap was delayed due to one of the government offices dropping the ball.  But they found 
it, according to Judy Hyatt from Supervisors Jon Mcquiston's office, Kern county First District 
Supervisor.  The swap was to be done by Nov 2nd but the appraisal expired.  They were able to get 
the appraisal extended to Feb 2, 2009 and the swap is supposed to be completed by then.  Tina 
Terrel, Forest supervisor Sequoia National Forest was given as the main contact regarding the swap. 
1-559-784-1500 ext 1111  
 
2. The UC Davis KRR DNA sampling report is scheduled to be done by Feb.   Then they will move on 
to the Genetic Management plan for the watershed which is due by July 2009. Christie Mcguire says 
that UC Davis is doing a great job and are scheduled to finish on time.   They do not have a grant for 
more studies past 2009  
 
3. Dale Mitchell, CDFG regional aquatic manager, said that by July 2009 we should be able to start 
taking the proper Brood stock from targeted creeks for the hatchery.  They are trying to get 
helicopters to help so the fish don't have to be packed out.  Dale Mitchell is retiring Jan 2009 so 
hopefully this doesn't change everything.  They assure us that the project is so far along and that with 
the passage of AB 7 that it can't be stopped now.   
 
4. The hatchery upgrades.  They are studying how to build a competent two species small scale 
hatchery and have learned a lot from traveling to out of state hatcheries the last few months.  They 
have two more tours next month and then they're going to plan design changes.  They're optimistic 
that they can complete the hatchery changes in time.  
 
5. Edison fund update. Currently $106,000 negative due to current market conditions.  Funds for 
hatchery wells and upgrades have already been designated and are safe although the contract hasn't 
been signed, the funds are encumbered.  No other project/fund requests will be accepted until trust 
fund is positive again and a new procedure for evaluating/scoring  proposals is being completed to be 
sure they meet original fund KRR objectives. Next meeting scheduled for April 20th, 2009  
 
 



6. Additional DFG patrols from a $31,000 grant from the trust allowed eight back country combo 
deer/fish patrols on horseback which yielded 15 citations.  But the big surprise was the finding of five  
marijuana plantations in the Kern basin.  They found 80 plantations total counting the west side 
patrols which led to an unprecedented 46 arrests. They will be resubmitting for grant extension in 
April which the Edison board will most likely approve. This project is 25 years in the making this Jan.  
Swanee, Wayne Swanson has been advocating for the KRR project during this entire period.  I was 
the only SSFF member there.  No Aquabonita's made it and four KRFF members did.  The KRFF 
guys are really knowledgeable about the Kern and it sure would be great to team up in a bigger way 
together.  Swanee doesn't think it is possible for them to get everything done by next year but it they 
made it sound like it was moving quickly now.  Or will they blowing smoke?  Swanee was on them like 
a pit bull and it was a good thing we were there. Shane   
 

 
A New DVD From Trout Unlimited Calls out to Californiaôs Youth to Help 
Protect our Last Best Places to Hunt and Fish   
Trout Unlimited is going back to school this fall. Itôs all too true, Californiaôs 
youth are experiencing the outdoors less and less. This historically 
overlooked and disengaged demographic will soon play an integral role in 
dictating the future of our great Public Lands in the State of California. The 
future of fabled rivers like the McCloud, Truckee, Russian and Klamath will 
need the next generation to care, get involved and step up. 
A new DVD, called TU California, is bridging the gap with the next 
generation. Using edgy music, hip young characters and a simple 
straightforward message, this video is giving a contemporary makeover to 

the old way of reaching out to young people.   
See the movie now at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=22Qf9a_nKTg 
TU California is a brand new DVD that highlights the amazing fishing resources found on Californiaôs 
Public Lands. This project was partnered with legendary fly fishing filmmaker Mikey Wier, and is his 
newest film to date. This DVD can be used to show a younger generation the incredible scenic and 
fishing resources California offers, as well as why we should all care about their protection and 
enhancement.  
For additional information on TUôs commitment to Californiaôs youth and how to get a copy of the new 
DVD, TU California, contact David Lass. This is free and will make for a great handout at your store, 
lodge or through your guide service. Help support coldwater conservation and the future of our sport, 
spread the word! Trout Unlimited is the nationôs largest and oldest coldwater conservation 
organization actively working to conserve, protect and restore North America's coldwater fisheries 
and their watersheds 
See the movie now at:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=22Qf9a_nKTg 
David Lass 
Trout Unlimited Northern California Field Coordinator 
10356 Donner Pass Road, Suite 3 
Truckee, CA 96161 
Office: (530) 587-7110 
Cell: (530) 388-8261 
dlass@tu.org 
www.tu.org 
www.whywild.org 
  
"Perhaps fishing is, for me, only an excuse to be near rivers. If so, I'm glad I thought of it."  
                                                            -Roderick Haig-Brown 
  

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sespe Fly Fishers Membership Renewal 
 

Dear Flyfisher, 

Welcome to new members and renewing members alike!  Your membership dues enable the Sespe Fly Fishers 

to continue to provide quality programs, outings, seminars, and to participate in conservation efforts. 

In other words, WE NEED YOU! 

 

Please complete this application and return it along with your membership dues today to the following address: 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 

P.O. Box 5127 

Ventura, CA  93005 

 

Your support is appreciated. 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Please include names of Family Members that may participle in club functions:  

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

HOME PHONE: ______________________________________________________ 

WORK PHONE: ________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

Please indicate if you are a member of the  Federation of  Fly Fishers (FFF)  

  Yes     No 

Annual Family Membership Dues (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31) 

 

Residence 

 

Age 

 

New Member 

Renewing 

Member 

 

Ventura & S.B. Counties 16 and over $41 $35 $____________ 

Other Locations 16 and over $18 $12 $____________ 

Any Under 16 $18 $12 $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to the Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Fund          $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to “Trout in the classroom”                                    $____________ 

GRAND TOTAL $____________ 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris or Fran May at (805) 984-1267 or chrismay5@msn.com. 

 

 

mailto:chrismay5@msn.com?subject=sespe%20renewal


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 
P.O. Box 5127 
Ventura, CA 93005 
 

 

  

 


