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 Sespe Fly Fishers 

MEETING  

April 14, 2010 

TIME:  7:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Senior 
Recreation Center. 

Santa Clara and 
Oak St. Ventura. 

 

UPCOMING   EVENTS 

Dave McCoy 

 ñFly Fishing 

Washington Stateò 

Wednesday,   

 May 19
th

,  2010 

7:00 PM 

BOARD MEETING  

7:00 PM 

  April 12
th
, at Carrowôs 

Restaurant, Seaward 

and Harbor, Ventura 

Outings 

Casting Clinic 

Sespe Fishing  

Tejon Bass 

See inside for details! 

Thanks to all of you who made it possible  

 The ñitò to which I am referring is, of course, our successful March 

Club Auction.  For those of you who were able to attend, you took 

advantage of your opportunity to get some great quality stuff at bargain 

prices.  Frances Smith and her husband Bob have this auction event honed 

to a science.  Those boxes of stuff are unloaded from the cars, and in no 

time at all it is all placed and ready for sale.  Like all things that work 

smoothly, the work behind the scenes is invisible.  Frances starts in the late 

fall to begin acquiring the items, so this is much more than a single night 

event.  It takes a lot of people to make our auction possible.  There are our 

club members and friends who donate items for sale.   

There are the tackle manufacturers and retailers who provide items at either 

no cost, or reduced cost to our club.  There are those of you who came early 

to help set up the tables and stock them with the sale items.  There is our 

auctioneer, Bill Blackstone and his able assistant, Bob Smith who conducted 

the live auction.  (If you missed the auction, you missed the opportunity to 

acquire that magnificent fly Bill tied, framed and donated).  Joyce 

Blackstone was at the check-out table, assisting Carl Rhoads, our Treasurer, 

in keeping the money straight.  And, not to be overlooked, there are all of 

you who supported your club by purchasing the sale items.   With no buyers, 

it isnôt an auction. 

 There are a lot of things happening on the conservation front.  Be 

sure to check out the reference to the two steelhead that made it past the 

Robles Diversion Channel in January.  If you go to our website, 

www.sespeflyfishers.org, Steve Schalla, our Webmaster has posted the link.  

I didnôt even know they had cameras in the channel.   

 As some of you are aware, there is a lot of confusion about the 

California Department of Fish and Game program in stocking trout in our 

local waters.  The March 24 edition of the Ventura County Star covered 

many of the issues.  One interesting offshoot is whether or not private 

stocking will be allowed.  Lake Casitas is an example.  Stay tuned, this isnôt 

going to go away for awhile.  The issue is the impact non-native fish have 

on the steelhead.  Guess we all can get smart about surf fishing, or take 

lessons from Bob Smith on how to catch carp.  Donôt laugh, Jeff Hereford 

and I fished for carp with Guy Jeans on a ranch near Kernville.  Those guys 

can fight and they arenôt easy.  Some people refer to them and the North 

American bonefish.  Besides, they are good to eat if they come from clean 

water.  Iôm violating the admonition from my Aunt Inez in Missouri who 

told me when I left to move to California in 1959, ñDonôt tell anyone you 

eat carpò.  Yep, carp tastes good; you just have to know how to cook it.   

 

Paul 

 
 
 

Presidentôs Message                 April  2010 

 

Program 

 

Ken Iwamasa 

ñFly Fishing 

Coloradoò 

 

http://www.sespeflyfishers.org/
http://www.sespeflyfishers.org/


 

Speaker of the Month 
Ken Iwamasa 

Fly Fishing Colorado 
 

If you look at a map of the state of Colorado, you will 

notice that the state is covered with a lot of ñblue lines.ò 

Those blue lines are all streams, creeks and rivers, and 

there are a lot of these in addition to many lakes. Weôre 

going to see and learn about many of them, what fish 

they contain and how to fish for and catch them. 

 

Our ñBlue Lineò guy, Ken Iwamasa, is one of the more interesting, innovative and pleasant individuals 

we have ever welcomed to our club, and heôs originally from right here in Southern California. Heôs 

been a Professor of Art, has originated more than 25 fly patterns and written articles published in all 

the fly fishing magazines in the US as well as in France and Japan.   

 

Ken was born in Manzanar, the World War II relocation camp 230 miles northeast of Los Angeles, off 

Highway 395, but grew up and started fishing near Los Angeles. When he sent us his fly fishing 

biography, parts of it were so good, we are going to let many of his own words tell his story.  Ken 

says that his interest in fishing is a direct result of his family.   

 

My three older brothers didnôt find anything interesting about fishing or the outdoors, which meant I 

had full access to my father and got to ride shotgun on most of our summer vacation trips, many into 

the High Sierra and the small streams tumbling out of them. But our trips were not just about fishing, 

as I would become familiar with the opening day chaos on Lake Crowley and get to know names such 

as Rush Creek, Hot Creek, Bridgeport, the Owens River, the Kern River and the West Branch of the 

San Gabriel.   

 

My fishing was first with bait. I remember catching trout on cheese and salmon eggs, but what I really 

remember is the excitement of feeling cold, running water and being outdoors. I also learned that bait 

shops and sporting goods stores were real cultural institutions as they were friendly and had the most 

reliable information on how to fish and where to find the best fishing. 

 

While some people thought living in Southern California was limiting for a fly fisher, the opportunities 

of ocean fishing were actually fantastic. I did a great deal of surf fishing for barred perch, and clearly 

remember Wileyôs bait shop on PCH. I remember catching sea bass from the Redondo Beach 

breakwater. I remember catching blue fin tuna when they came within a half mile of Palos Verdesô 

Rocky Point, and I remember catching yellowtail, and an endless number of mackerel and bonito on 

hooks dressed with white, yellow or red saddle feathers ï my first streamer flies. 

 



Of course, being a young, naïve, and actually pretty stupid-at-times kid, being able to catch yellowtail, 

mackerel and bonito on yellow and red feathers, and catching fresh water perch on a Parmachene 

Belle didnôt sink in until I went to college and became mature enough to deal with lifeôs more intriguing 

puzzles. 

 

Steelhead, I learned, were fish held in high esteem by anglers and conservationists and even a 16-

year-old kid from Gardena who learned where to find these fish in Malibu Creek, and, in 1960, even 

caught a few.  

Steelhead are a magical fish, related in my memory to my Aunt Margaret and her strawberry farm 

once located on the grounds above what is now the University of California Santa Cruz campus. I 

remember being shocked when ñtroutò as long as your arm would come running up Soquel Creek and 

also watching bait fishermen lined up along the high banks of the lagoon of San Lorenzo Creek, 

where it served as the backdrop to the Santa Cruz amusement park. Bait fishermen stood in multiple 

rolls, with their lines draped over each others -- and all hell would break loose when a lucky angler 

would yell ñfish on.òThe steelhead would make a run up and down the lagoon tangling all the fishing 

lines because no one wanted to get their lines out of the water to let the lucky angler play and land his 

fish. A caught steelhead could run up the lagoon and tie all the lines together in a huge, fifty line 

tangle. Amongst all the yelling, pandemonium, grumbling and refusing to get their lines out of the 

water, a steelhead would be dragged in, completely wrapped in an assortment of bait fishing lines 

and tackle and most of the time it would be impossible to determine who actually caught the fish.  

 However, on the other side of the lagoon, fly fishers, with water up to the tops of their chest 

waders, would double-haul shooting-head casts out into the pool. And when they heard someone 

shout ñfish on,ò everyone else got their lines out of the water, backed up into shallow water and let the 

lucky angler have a decent chance of landing his fish.  

 At high tide, the steelhead would ascend into the lagoon and wait until rain water flooded the 

creek and then they would make their spawning run to the top of the Santa Cruz mountains ï over-

looking present day Silicon Valley. 

 

During the late 60ôs, I was drafted into the US Army and served on Okinawa as an information 

specialist, writing about such things as the Bob Hope tour, a B-52 that was loaded with nuclear 

bombs crash landing at the airport and other stories coming out of Vietnam.  Even with the backdrop 

of the war, I found time to fish the tide pools on the northern part of the island.   

 

After my time in the service, I came back to school in Southern California and finished my graduate 

work in the Art Department at Cal State Long Beach. And in 1973, I accepted a teaching position at 

the University of Colorado in Boulder. 

My career as an Art Professor at the University of Colorado was pretty much normal. I had many 

interesting colleagues, with one in particular -- Professor Jay Windell of the Biology Department. Jayôs 

research involved the study of nutrition, growth and development of trout. Needless to say, we got 

along very well, and soon, I was able to set up my own 20-foot indoor flow-and-temperature-

controlled stream, with aquariums, to directly observe and study the behavior of caddisfly, mayfly and 

stonefly larva associated with the diet of wild trout and, just coincidentally, also important to fly 

fishers. 

 The artificial stream was actually a series of plastic troughs stacked above each other to create 

a water flow, ala Trout Fishing in America, and I had set up aquariums to better observe the behavior 



of the larva. This unique study went on for a year and proved to be the foundation for my research, 

understanding of aquatic invertebrate and my fly tying. And I actually produced a salmon fly hatch in 

my indoor stream. The observations from this study are directly related to the creation of innovative 

patterns such as tracher nymph, fetal stonefly nymphs, mayfly and midge emerger patterns. 

 

In the last decade or so, I have spent much of my time and energy on environmental issues, including 

developing an eco-tourism, fly fishing program in the Darhat Valley of Mongolia. Since 1999, Peter 

Mullett and I have made annual trips to Mongolia, fishing and working with Mongolians to establish a 

credible and functioning outfitting service and develop conservation rules and ethics for dealing with 

American and European fly fishers in this pristine environment. 

 

At the present, 2010, I have retired from teaching at the University of Colorado. I am serving as a 

project manager of the fly fishing and cultural map to Boulder Creek(s) Project and working to expand 

Casting for Recovery programs in Colorado and in Wyoming. Artistically, I am continuing my 

photographic project, the Trout of America series. These large scale color prints, aka portraits, are of 

the pure strains of trout/salmon/char found in the US, many of which are endangered species and 

have never before been shown together in a major art exhibition.  

 

Whew! As you can see, this is one interesting, talented and amazing man.  What a treat it will be to 

welcome him to our club. Hereôs a sample of his Flies; 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  
 

 



 

Sespe Flyfishers Board of Directors 
 

PRESIDENT      
Paul Wilson      482-7443 
 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Dennis Harper: 650-1708 
 

SECRETARY  
Gary Bulla:      933-1367 
 

TREASURER  
Carl Rhoads:     644-0940 

 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Ulrich:     646-6496 
Frances Smith: 647-3522 
John Dugan:     646-6898 
 
 

2010 Speaker Schedule*  
May  Dave McCoy  ñFly Fishing Washington Stateò 

June  Terry Gunn   ñThe New Leeôs Ferryò 

July  Ed Engle   ñCatching Difficult Troutò 

August  

September Annual Picnic ñFood, Friends and Funò 

October Mike St.Clair  ñBamboo Rods ï Their History and Influence on Fly Fishingò 

November Jeff Bright   ñFly Fishing the Skeena River System,ò 

*Speakers and programs subject to change without notice. Check the news letter each month.  

 

From Our Fly Tying Chairman 

Bob Smith   
Fly Tying for April 
  

This month Bill will shift us to Foams, Synthetics and Stimulators.  This sounds like good stuff to me, 

so bring your tools and join us for and another enjoyable evening at the Senior Rec. Center, Santa 

Clara and Oak, at 7:00 PM on Monday, April 26th (4th Monday), and bring a couple of bucks to help 

pay for the room.  

 

Remember, we now meet at the Senior Rec Center, Oak and Santa Clara (same place as our regular 

program meetings), 7:00 PM, April 26, (4th Monday).  

     

 
 

 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 

Conservation ï Dennis Harper   650-1708 
Membership - Chris & Frances May  984-1267 
Newsletter ïEarl Arnold:    701-1239 
Programs - Gary Bulla:    933-1367 
Raffles ï Joe Joines:    832-4218 
Refreshments - Jeff Herford:   658-0829 
Outings - Jeff Hereford:    658-0829 
Web Site ïSteve Schalla:   642-5898 
Auction - Frances Smith:    647-3522 
Fly Tying -Bob Smith:    647-3522 
Trout in the Classroom ï Kent Houston  649-4716 
 

 



OUTINGS  
Jeff Hereford 

  
April - There are no outings planned 

  
1 May - Bob Smith will be hosting our annual casting clinic at Ventura's Hobart Park starting at 9:00 

am. Tell your friends. This is a free open to the public event. Itôs also a great opportunity to teach or 
learn new skills. Hobart Park is in Ventura on the corner of Telegraph and Pettit. That is north of the 
126 freeway between Kimball and Wells.  
  
15 May - Sespe Creek, Earl Arnold will be hosting an outing to "the Corral" an easy 45 min hike to his 
favorite place to fish. 
  
5 June - Tejon Ranch Reservoir for Large Mouth Bass and Blue Gill. Bob Gallagher will be hosting 

this outing. Due to the size of the reservoir the limit is 10 float tubers and the cost is $75 per flyfisher 
and covers rod fee and portable toilet. We will meet at the truck stop off hwy 5 at Frazier Park at 5:30 
am. Should be beautiful at the reservoir in June. Request you reserve your spot as soon as possible. 
Everyone had a great time on our last outing a few years ago. More details to be provided at a latter  
date. 
 

 
Hey guys, had a question for your club. My partner and I run Kvichak Angler's on the Kvichak River in 
Alaska, and have 3 openings left for our 2010 season and would love to see a club come up and 
experience what the river and surrounding area has to offer. Our rates are much more affordable than 
most Alaskan trips are. We offer a week long fishing trip, including fly in and fly out days, for 2,500 
dollars per person. If you are interested email me back and I can get you all the information on our 
operation including what fishing options we have as well as pictures. 
 rfreberg12@yahoo.com 
http://alaskakvichakanglers.com/  
Thanks,  
Ryan Freberg  
Kvichak Angler's 
623-204-0469 
 

Hot Creek Ranch Opening 
  
I have a spot for one other person to stay in cabin 8 at Hot Creek Ranch with Bruce Hunter and I April 
26-28 (Mon - Wed).  This is just after the opening weekend. 
  
We would be staying two nights (Mon and Tues) and can fish Monday afternoon through Wednesday 
morning.  Final logistics TBD.  More information about the ranch can we found 
at: www.hotcreekranch.com. 
  
Call or e-mail me at: 
  
Dave Boyden 
dboyden@miradorstrategies.com 
290-0842  

mailto:rfreberg12@yahoo.com
http://alaskakvichakanglers.com/
http://www.hotcreekranch.com/
mailto:dboyden@miradorstrategies.com


Conservation 
From our conservation chairman 

Dennis Harper 

 

We recently received a request from the Southwest Council of the Federation of Fly fishers for 

information on our ongoing conservation projects. In response , Dennis Harper, our Conservation 

Chairman forwarded the following information on the ongoing conservation projects in our club. 

 

The Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Projects are as follows: 

¶ Trout in the Classroom: 8 class rooms this year 

¶ Active members of the Matilija Coalition, a group working on accomplishing the removal of 

Matilija Dam and responding to the Army Corp of Engineers latest proposal which does not 

follow the 2004 Feasibility Report and does not meet the Ecosystem Restoration Project 

Objectives. It would introduce hardscape storage of sediment above the dam and would 

permanently alter the meandering stream channel. 

¶ This year and last year, we have donated and planted trees in the riparian zone of the Ventura 

River. This is being done in recognition of Yvon Chouinard's support for the local environment 

and our    club. We are partnering with the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy to plant the trees in 

their high priority areas. This year we planted 63 trees in the area of the confluence of Rice 

Creek and the Ventura River, a restoration project. Last year's tree planting was covered in the 

FFF newsletter. 

¶  A project to install the receptacles tubes for used monofilament. 

¶ Reviewing steelhead passage barriers on Santa Paula creek for opportunities to influence and 

support action to remove the man made barriers and restore passage. 

¶ Assessing the current DF&G trout planting situation in our area and its impacts on steelhead 

and fishing. 

 

Ventura River 
Saturday March 21, 2010: Casitas Municipal Water District reported the first documented adult 

steelhead of the season. 

 

Two adult steelhead were photographed passing through the Robles Diversion fish passage 

facilities; the fish were preliminarily estimated to be a 62 and 58 cm (24 and 23 inches) in 

length, and appear to be relatively fresh from the ocean. Here are two photos taken from the 

video clips, and one of the videos: 

 
http://www.venturariver.org/2010/03/steelhead-documented-in-fish-ladder.html 

Dennis Harper 
805-766-8226 

  

http://www.venturariver.org/2008/02/steelhead-take-advantage-of-wet-winter.html
http://www.venturariver.org/2008/02/steelhead-take-advantage-of-wet-winter.html
http://www.venturariver.org/2010/03/steelhead-documented-in-fish-ladder.html


T.I.C. (trout in the Classroom) 
Kent Houston 

 
The Trout in the Classroom Program is off to a great start thanks to Ray Johnson and all his help. 

 They delivered eggs to seven  classrooms in the county about two weeks ago.  The eggs have 

hatched and should begin to swim and eat in another week.  The students are very excited about 

their new classroom visitors.  If  all goes well, we will be releasing all the fry near the end of April.  

Thanks again to Ray for helping to organize our wonderful, hands-on science experience!   

Kent 

  

Heritage Trout 
From: R. Nicolas Brown 
To: p.wilson@verizon.net 
Sent: Saturday, February 13, 2010 7:46 AM 
Subject: Heritage Trout Program 

 
My name is Rudy Brown and I have taken on another interest besides being in Fisheries Resources 
Volunteer Corp. and member of Santa Clarita Casting Club.   I am preparing to write a three part 
series on the heritage trout of California.  The articles will cover Fish and Game, the fish, and of 
course the anglers.  Do you have members who have completed the Heritage Trout Program and 
received their certificate?  I want to interview them to write about their adventure.  Please share my 
email with them contact me.    
Thank you, 
R. (Rudy) Nicolas Brown 
 

Fly Fishing Classes 
 

Randy and Earl are at it again! This yearôs Spring class was a great success so they decided to try 
another class this Summer. Class starts on June 5th. The class is 3 consecutive Saturdays. First class 
is all day at the collage with instruction on everything from gear to bugs. The second class is casting 
at the college. They teach basic casting on the lawn with some help from Joan Wulff on video and a 
couple of club members. The last Saturday is an all day event where the class gos to Lake Casitas 
and cast on the water and discusses lake tactics. Then they will find a stream, Kick up some bugs 
pick out flies, Demonstrate casting on moving water, line mending and drag free drifts, Demonstrate 
Nymphing techniques and go fishing. Tell your friends, wives, lovers, and neighbors. Check it out on 
line at http://www.communityed.venturacollege.edu/  Look under recreation for the class description. 
 

Thanks 
Thank you, Ray Johnson, John Dugan, and Bob Smith for helping make this Springs Fly Fishing 
Class such a great success.  
Earl and Randy 

  

 

mailto:rnicbrown@sbcglobal.net
mailto:p.wilson@verizon.net
http://www.communityed.venturacollege.edu/


FLY TYING WITH BILL BLACKSTONE 
 
Chromie 
 
This is the second of three flies Bill showed us last month. Bill usually has two or more patterns for 

each class and I put one in the news letter and save the others for when there are no classes in the 

summer. The following is an excerpt from Bills six pages of notes for the class.  Editor 

 

Big flies repersent only a fraction of the fishes food chain. Any healthy stream of water contains a 

high assortment of available nutriants listed under the heading of Midges and Scuds. All a fish needs 

to do is maintain a holding area we call a feeding lane and the food chain, through a flowing current 

action, will be constantly brought to him. We all ask ourselves when we go fishing ñwhat to useò 

Unless you experience a hatching action on the water, you are guessing and hoping. Iôve got the 

perfect remedy. Iôll guarantee it never fails. Itôs the Midge patterns. 

 

Chromie 

MATERIALS 

  

Hook-   Dai Riki #135 1X short Size 18-22 

Thread-  Black  

Body-   Silver Tinsel 

Rib-   Copper wire 

Head/Thorax- Black dubbing tied bunched style or 

  Color of choice, Lt Gray, Tan 

 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

 

1.  Wrap the thread from the head space to one third down the bend. 

(Note: if you go farther down the bend a barbless hook will not turn and hold, Editor.) 

2. Lay a length of copper wire over the hook to the head space and tie down from the bend to the 

head space. This keeps the fly body smooth and level under the tinsel. 

3. Tie on a 3 inch piece of silver tinsel ( tinsel works better than Milar, itôs heavier and stays put.)  

at the head space and tie down to the bend and back to the head space with wide spiral wraps 

of thread. 

4. Wrap the tinsel forward with evenly spaced turns to cover the thread and tie down at the head 

space. 

5. Counter wrap the copper rib up the hook with 5-7 turns evenly spaced and tie down at the 

head. 

6. Dub some fur or your favorite dubbing (without the guard hairs) on the thread. 

7. Hold the thread with the dubbing straight up over the head space and slide the dubbing  down 

the thread to the head space. Bill refers to this technique as ñbunched or stackedò.  

8. Now wrap the dubbing bunch one or two turns to form the head and tie off. 

 





 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sespe Fly Fishers Membership Renewal 
 

Dear Flyfisher, 

Welcome to new members and renewing members alike!  Your membership dues enable the Sespe Fly Fishers 

to continue to provide quality programs, outings, seminars, and to participate in conservation efforts. 

In other words, WE NEED YOU! 

 

Please complete this application and return it along with your membership dues today to the following address: 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 

P.O. Box 5127 

Ventura, CA  93005 

 

Your support is appreciated. 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Please include names of Family Members that may participle in club functions:  

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

HOME PHONE: ______________________________________________________ 

WORK PHONE: ________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

Please indicate if you are a member of the  Federation of  Fly Fishers (FFF)  

  Yes     No 

Annual Family Membership Dues (Jan. 1 ï Dec. 31) 

 

Residence 

 

Age 

 

New Member 

Renewing 

Member 

 

Ventura & S.B. Counties 16 and over $41 $35 $____________ 

Other Locations 16 and over $18 $12 $____________ 

Any Under 16 $18 $12 $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to the Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Fund          $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to ñTrout in the classroomò                                    $____________ 

GRAND TOTAL $____________ 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris or Fran May at (805) 984-1267 or chrismay5@msn.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:chrismay5@msn.com?subject=sespe%20renewal


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 
P.O. Box 5127 
Ventura, CA 93005 
 

 

  

 


