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 Sespe Fly Fishers 

MEETING  

May 19, 2010 

TIME:  7:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Senior 
Recreation Center. 

Santa Clara and 
Oak St. Ventura. 

 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

Terry Gunn 

 “The New Lee’s 

Ferry” 

Wednesday,   

 June 16
th

,  2010 

7:00 PM 

BOARD MEETING  

7:00 PM 

  May 17
th

, at Carrow’s 
Restaurant, Seaward 

and Harbor, Ventura 

Outings 

Sespe Fishing  

Tejon Bass 

See inside for details! 

Where will our Club be meeting in July?   
As most of you are probably now aware, the City of Ventura is in a 
severe budget crunch.  The City Council is weighing several options 
for raising revenue and cutting costs.  The Senior Recreation Center, 
where we hold our monthly meetings and classes in fly tying and rod-
building, is in the mix of options for revenue enhancement.  There is 
a potential range of outcomes that could affect us.  They vary from; 
no change, to change in management, to outright closure or sale of 
the facility.  As of this writing, no decision has yet been approved.  
The City is working toward a decision by the end of June.  In 
anticipation of the potential of having to move our meeting site, Carl 
Rhoads, our Club Treasurer, has been in contact with the Recreation 
Center Director regarding our needs and options that might be 
available for meeting in other City controlled cites.  Based on his 
contacts, and the responses I have received in replies to my e-mail to 
the City Council, we have been assured that we will have a meeting 
place reserved for us to continue to meet in a City government 
facility.  I thank all of you who responded to our request to contact the 
Council and express our concerns and needs for a meeting place.  
We will remain in close contact with the “decision makers” and keep 
you informed of the developments as they occur.   
 
If you have been following the announcements of Club activities, you 
are aware that a lot has been going on.  Ray Johnson and John 
Dugan just finished conducting the rod-building class.  On May 1, 
Bob Smith conducted another very successful casting clinic.  There 
was a very good turnout of Club members to assist in instruction of 
the numerous “students”.  On the same date, Gary Bulla hosted an 
equally successful “One Surf Fly” event.  Sixty Two fly fishers 
attended and $1600 was raised for the Ventura River Restoration 
Projects.  Thank you all. 
 
And, we aren’t done yet; there are a lot of upcoming events.  On May 
15, Earl Arnold is hosting a fishing outing to his favorite place on the 
Sespe; on May 24, Bill Blackstone will be conducting his last fly tying 
class before the summer hiatus, and on June 5, Bob Gallagher will 
host the float-tube outing to Tejon Ranch.  (If you have access to the 
March-April 2010 issue of the Audubon Society magazine, there is an 
extensive article on the Ranch; check it out). 
 
The fishing season is upon us.  I’m looking forward to the Club 
member’s “fish reports” at our May club meeting.  From what I’ve 
heard, the Mammoth area fishing was great for the season opener.  
Go Fish.   Paul 
 
 

President’s Message                 May  2010 

 

Program 

 
Dave McCoy  

“Fly Fishing 

Washington State” 

 

http://www.sespeflyfishers.org/


 

Speaker of the Month 
Dave McCoy  

“Fly Fishing Washington State” 

 
The state of Washington is a true Mecca for fly fishers, 

with the area around Seattle being especially fertile.  

There really is no down time for finding great fly fishing in 

Washington, no matter what the season.  From tuna to 

trout to bass to steelhead, the state has it all.  You can go 

from Puget Sound with sea run cutthroat and salmon to the Cascade Mountain creeks for native trout, 

from rivers with runs of steelhead to the Yakima River rainbows, from spring creeks on the eastern 

side of the mountains to Pacific albacore out of Westport and strong smallmouths in the Grand 

Ronde.  You can go from one spot to another, one season to another, and never be bored, but 

always be challenged. 

 

Dave McCoy will be our guide.  He grew up in the Pacific Northwest and was introduced to fly fishing 

from his father, as well as from every other member of his family. (We know of a picture of Dave as a 

baby in a diaper with fly rod in hand. Now that is starting young!) 

 

Dave’s past careers include playing soccer as the semi-pro level and coaching soccer, ski racing and 

volleyball. However, fly fishing has been an important focus of his life for the past 21 years.   Not only 

is he an expert about his native area, but Dave also pursues other species of fish in Central America, 

the Caribbean, India, Tierra del Fuego, Mongolia, the South Pacific and beyond.  As a matter of fact, 

he has a great article in the current issue of Brian O’Keefe’s Catch on-line magazine 

(www.catchmagazine.net) about fishing in India and also another article about fishing in Hawaii in the 

April/May 2010 issue of Fly Fishing in Salt Waters magazine. 

 

Dave is the owner and head guide of Emerald Water Anglers, and a responsible environmentalist.  

While he and his guides want to make a living, they also make important decisions in an effort to 

educate all their clients on the state of natural resources, both locally and beyond. Emerald Water 

Anglers takes seriously the credos, “a picture is worth a 1000 words” and “take only pictures and 

leave only foot prints.” In fact, Dave took his company green in order to leave as small a “footprint” as 

possible on the natural resources. You can view the company’s “Green Page” at:   

http://www.emeraldwateranglers.com/eco_friendly.html 

 

Dave is also a dedicated family man.  He puts it this way:  “I am nothing in my pursuits without my 

wife Natalie and daughter Nessa who constantly remind me why I am so inspired, and they never 

have to say a word.” 

 

 

 

  

  
 

http://www.emeraldwateranglers.com/eco_friendly.html


Sespe Flyfishers Board of Directors 
 

PRESIDENT      
Paul Wilson      482-7443 
 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Dennis Harper: 650-1708 
 

SECRETARY  
Gary Bulla:      933-1367 
 

TREASURER  
Carl Rhoads:     644-0940 

 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Ulrich:     646-6496 
Frances Smith: 647-3522 
John Dugan:     646-6898 
 
 

2010 Speaker Schedule*  
June  Terry Gunn   “The New Lee’s Ferry” 

July  Ed Engle   “Catching Difficult Trout” 

August  

September Annual Picnic “Food, Friends and Fun” 

October Mike St.Clair  “Bamboo Rods – Their History and Influence on Fly Fishing” 

November Jeff Bright   “Fly Fishing the Skeena River System,” 

*Speakers and programs subject to change without notice. Check the news letter each month.  

 

From Our Fly Tying Chairman 

Bob Smith   
Fly Tying for May 

  

This month Bill will continue with the Foam Fly and the Stimulator, so bring your tools and again join 

us for and another enjoyable evening at the Senior Rec. Center, Santa Clara and Oak, at 7:00 PM on 

Monday, May 24th (4th Monday), and bring a couple of bucks to help pay for the room.  

 

Special Note:  Remember, May will be our last session for the season.  We will not meet again until 

September.  You get three months off to go fishing.  And of course you’ll bring back some great 

fishing stories about the fish you caught with the new flies you’ve learned to tie. 

     

 
 

 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 

Conservation – Dennis Harper   650-1708 
Membership - Chris & Frances May  984-1267 
Newsletter –Earl Arnold:    701-1239 
Programs - Gary Bulla:    933-1367 
Raffles – Joe Joines:    832-4218 
Refreshments - Jeff Herford:   658-0829 
Outings - Jeff Hereford:    658-0829 
Web Site –Steve Schalla:   642-5898 
Auction - Frances Smith:    647-3522 
Fly Tying -Bob Smith:    647-3522 
Trout in the Classroom – Kent Houston  649-4716 
 

 



OUTINGS  
Jeff Hereford 

  
15 May - Sespe Creek, Earl Arnold will be hosting an outing to "the Corral" an easy 45 min hike to his 

favorite place to fish. Call Earl at 701-1239 and he will fill in the details. 
  
5 June - Tejon Ranch Reservoir for Large Mouth Bass and Blue Gill. Bob Gallagher will be hosting 
this outing. Due to the size of the reservoir the limit is 10 float tubers and the cost is $75 per flyfisher 
and covers rod fee and portable toilet. We will meet at the truck stop off hwy 5 at Frazier Park at 5:30 
am. Should be beautiful at the reservoir in June. Request you reserve your spot as soon as possible. 
Everyone had a great time on our last outing a few years ago. See page 5 for more details. 
 

T.I.C. (trout in the Classroom) 
Kent Houston 

 
The Trout in the Classroom program had a very unusual situation come up recently. All teachers got 

eggs delivered and the students watched them hatch, turn to alevin, and finally become very active 

fry.  Dropping a couple small insects on the water caused quite a feeding frenzy. Then it was time to 

release and we found out that Lake Casitas was no longer allowing us to use their site.  With no other 

release sites locally we were in a real bind. The Fish & Game tried hard to work with Casitas but there 

was no cooperation. So we have had to find creative conclusions to our project. Again we feel this is 

an excellent learning experience for the kids and we are thankful to the club's support of this program. 

Kent Houston 

 Fly Fishing Classes 
 
Randy and Earl are at it again! This year’s Spring class was a great success so they decided to try 
another class this Summer. Class starts on June 5th. The class is 3 consecutive Saturdays. First class 
is all day at the collage with instruction on everything from gear to bugs. The second class is casting 
at the college. They teach basic casting on the lawn with some help from Joan Wulff on video and a 
couple of club members. The last Saturday is an all day event where the class gos to Lake Casitas 
and cast on the water and discusses lake tactics. Then they will find a stream, Kick up some bugs 
pick out flies, Demonstrate casting on moving water, line mending and drag free drifts, Demonstrate 
Nymphing techniques and go fishing. Tell your friends, wives, lovers, and neighbors. Check it out on 
line at http://www.communityed.venturacollege.edu/  Look under recreation for the class description. 
 

Thanks 
Thank you, Ray Johnson, John Dugan, Bob Smith and Carl Rhoads for helping make this Springs 

Fly Fishing Class such a great success.  
Earl and Randy 

 

New Members 
Welcome to our newest members, 
 

 Art Bliss, Daniel Wiggins and Sig Abraham.  

http://www.communityed.venturacollege.edu/


The Sespe Fly Fishers 
Are Excited to Announce Our June 5, 2010 

Bass Outing! 
 

Join us on the beautiful and private Tejon Ranch where we will fish one of their most secluded 

stock ponds for Large Mouth Bass and Blue Gill  
  

We recommend bringing your float tube to best explore this 40 acre impoundment but excellent 

fishing can also be had walking the shoreline 
 

Our Liaison to the ranch Frazier Mountain Fly Fishing Company (FMFFC) will have 

experienced staff on site to assist with inflating your floating device, selecting your bugs, 

rigging your tackle, and entering the water if one so desires the help  

 
 

Only 10 Spots Available So Reserve Early! 
(For Reservations Please Contact Jeff Hereford)  

 

$65.00 per Person 
Please Make Checks Payable to Russ Gabel 

(Shade Canopy, Table and Portable Bathroom Will Be Provided by FMFFC) 

 

 

Barbless Catch & Release Only 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FMFFC 2010 

  



Tight Lines  

by Drew Madrigal   

        
 

I hope most of you have been able to get in a fishing trip. My first of the season was a quick run up to 

the Kern River in early March; the trout were safe from me but I am going to give them another 

chance next week. Guy Jeans reports this is prime time on the Kern. 

 

Steve Ojai’s website is my current favorite; google it and enjoy. He provides a breakdown of the 

Sierra into four regions: Sierra Tahoe, Eastern Sierra, Westside Area, Southern Sierra. The maps are 

clear, concise and accurate. His hatch charts are great. When viewing the charts, successful patterns 

are listed and, if you are a fly tier, the recipes and sizes are provided, just click on the pattern name. 

His listing of casts is interesting. They are animated and I now know what one of my favorite casts is 

called. For beginning to experienced fly fishers, this site is worth the visit.  

 

Another site I like is Riverbum.com. The fly patterns are provided with views of the flies from a variety 

of angles which helps in tying the pattern to proportion in three dimensions. I use it whenever I want 

to see a fly from different angles before tying it for the first time. This a great site for tiers. 

 

The third site I enjoy is Hans Weilenmann’s Flytier’s Page. I first met him in Montana at a FFF 

Conclave and really enjoyed his tying of the traditional Pheasant Tail Nymph. On his site he has 

collected patterns from around the world and many of the tiers will be familiar to you, others new. The 

patterns are new offerings to drift in front of trout. Three of the patterns I will be tying this weekend 

are two by Struan Candlish (the 3D Emerger and 3D Spider) and Fabrizio Gajardoni’s Gaja’s Olive. 

 

New purchases I feel worthy of adding to my collection include a new steelheading book and two 

naturalist’s guides. The two guides are “California Wildlife” and “California Trees and Wildflowers.” 

Many times I have wondered what bird is that, or what type pine tree, etc. Now I will carry this two 

plastic pocket guides. There were only $7 each at Barnes and Nobel. The new book is “A 

Steelheader’s Way” by Lani Waller. Besides the comprehensive information provided by this 

legendary steelheader and the beautiful photographs, I find the debunking of myths about 

steelheading most interesting. His comments on spey rods could save you the hassle of buying and 

then learning how to properly cast a spey rod. I think a debunking of fly fishing myths is overdue. 

 

My current attentions are in finding some patterns for peacock bass so I can fish for them this 

summer in Hawaii.  Anyone tried Tenkara fishing small streams? 

 

Tight Lines! 

  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sespe Fly Fishers Membership Renewal 
 

Dear Flyfisher, 

Welcome to new members and renewing members alike!  Your membership dues enable the Sespe Fly Fishers 

to continue to provide quality programs, outings, seminars, and to participate in conservation efforts. 

In other words, WE NEED YOU! 

 

Please complete this application and return it along with your membership dues today to the following address: 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 

P.O. Box 5127 

Ventura, CA  93005 

 

Your support is appreciated. 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Please include names of Family Members that may participle in club functions:  

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

HOME PHONE: ______________________________________________________ 

WORK PHONE: ________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

Please indicate if you are a member of the  Federation of  Fly Fishers (FFF)  

  Yes     No 

Annual Family Membership Dues (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31) 

 

Residence 

 

Age 

 

New Member 

Renewing 

Member 

 

Ventura & S.B. Counties 16 and over $41 $35 $____________ 

Other Locations 16 and over $18 $12 $____________ 

Any Under 16 $18 $12 $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to the Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Fund          $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to “Trout in the classroom”                                    $____________ 

GRAND TOTAL $____________ 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris or Fran May at (805) 984-1267 or chrismay5@msn.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:chrismay5@msn.com?subject=sespe%20renewal


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 
P.O. Box 5127 
Ventura, CA 93005 
 

 

  

 


